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face-
huggers

Certain rooms in the labyrinths of

the base have been used as

nurseries by the mummy

xenomorphs and are chock-a-block

full of farm fresh, free range alien

eggs. Get too close to one of these

pods and it launches out an

adorable baby alien which scuttles

about like it was going out of

fashion. However, before you start

getting all maternal about the

cheeky young scamp, you should bear in mind that, given half the
chance, it will attach itself to your head. If you've ever had a spot,
vou probably have an inkling of how distressing it can be if you
get an unsightly, face-hugging alien before a big date.
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Probe, the developers, have
achieved a horrible feeling of
confinement as you clamber
about the labyrinthine
airducts, so this might not be
the best game for
claustrophobics. You can only
see as far as the next bend,
and horrid surprises lurk in
every shadowy recess.

Luckily, Ripley comes
equipped with a marvellous
baddie diviner — a bottom-of-
the-range motion tracker which will detect anything moving in your near
vicinity. So although stationary aliens fool the system, as soon as one as
much as yawns, an evil murderous-looking dot appears on the screen.

With its detailed animation and more of a strategy element than your
average platform shoot 'em up, Alien 3 looks set to be a bit of a popular
hit with the kids. (Especially the weirdo ones with a gun fetish.) Look out
for a full review next issue.

ame Gear
J _' Tactical shoot ‘'em up
UL Jamlarv 1993
ﬂg 29

r""'—
]‘

weapons

if you subscribe to Which Assault Rifle?, if you like to relax at home
in full camoflage, and if people often say of you “l dont understand
- he was such a quiet lad, he'd never hurt a fly”, you're just going
to go bonkers over the hardware in Alien 3. The various weapons
all have different pros and cons, so it’s not just a question of
selecting the biggest, most phallic one, and the whole thing's very
realistically done.

You're able to shoot in any direction (just like real people with
joints can!) and you can also fire either up or down when you‘re
standing on a ladder, or left or right when you're crawling through
a tunnel. The down side of this realism is that each weapon only
has a limited number of shots, so a certain amount of prudent
stock control is required.
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O pulse rifle

A rapid fire weapon with a rapid response time and a reassuringly
large magazine. The best weapon for getting served first in the
pub, but unfortunately you’'ll need quite a sustained burst to finish
off an alien.

¢ bazooka

With the risk of catching some shrapnel if used in enclosed spaces,
and a rate of fire similar to that of a musket, this weapon initially
seems less than ideal. However, it is the most potent item in your
armoury and it's all but guaranteed to take all the fight out of an
oncoming alien. It's also good for blowing up the automatic doors,
which is immensely satisfying and makes you look really flash too.

€© flamethrower

Ideal for a range of DIY chores around the home including stripping
paint, toasting xenomorphs and reducing face-huggers to piles of
smoking soot. Limited range, but the marvellous hissing noise and
the diverging fan effect of the flames make it the weapon of choice
for crap shots and pyromaniacs everywhere.

O hand grenade

Uh-oh - this one’s a bit of a ‘“You'll never take me alive, copper,’ last
resort sort of weapon. Each grenade tends to bounce off walls and
floors like a veritable rubber ball, and has an unerving habit of
coming to rest at your feet. Still, the chances of being blown into
tiny, bite-sized Ripley pieces are very much reduced with some
careful positioning, and you can lob them through open hatches to
clear a room below, without having to make a personal visit.
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