December 1986 £1.00

COMPUTER USER




Lo T anpud sidih Hod Cousles

Let's hope you've either seen Aliens,
don't want bo see b or are oo voung to
gel inkn the cinems Becaisse [his 18
abssui io rain the sart of the fAlm.

Al tbe end of Allen, Bipley, played by

Rigormey Weaver is lofl Moating
through space in an escape capsule
after an alien picked ap oB an
pilerwise uminhahited planel Ead
devoured the reat of the crew.

She gors inlo did peading animntlos
(deep slecpl and drifis for decades
wntil the capsule B picked ap by
snlvage team, Un awakening abha
bearms ithe planet hns been inkhabited
amil higt that all contact has been loat
with the colondsis. A& SWAT squasd is
wonil iB Lo destroy the alens, with
Ripley acting as adviasr of Lh#
Bl msbon.

Ie the game yvou comteal the six
members of the squad, inclEding
Ripley, Bishop the mndroid {who
prifers to b Kidwh @s an mriificlal
man - with white blood] and Burke,
1 mnan who has bien seal on belalf of
ihe company. e wants to safeguard
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Kipdey's in froulble - your can sais Mer
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the sompany’s Interesis simee it owns
the recvellng plani en ihe 0l feted

planet.

The foe

The sdw members of your tesms musi
spwk pul anild destrey the alisas e
prevemt them from takimg over ihe
hase. There are four types of foe. Allen
warrior, Nise Buggers (vorch! ), allen
gueens and eggs. A slight deviation
from ik flm allows there o be more
than sne alien gqueen - otherwise
shooling her weild énd ibe ganie fei
b gralelely.

Your mission

Im ihe fin the sguad enters the allem
base in & Caplain Searlet siybe tamk.
The Iucky guy wha gels io atay irsbde
the tmmk cam waich whai s going om
with a centrel pasel. 11 is this which is
mimmicked by the game,

¥ ow vhew the action theough the eyes
of Hipley, Gorman, Hicks, Bishsp,
Vaeguez and Burke, Yoa can moniior
ammuiilios and room nmamber for
each persom, your overall sesre and
siwius - fid, ill or under aiinck,

The game &llows you trvenbiiad sack
of the ipdividunls, meve from room Lo
roaEn and fire the amar guss. Boware
ol being trigger happy. One shol is
enosgh to deaw o nearby allen to vou.
T kil an wliin redaires one shot Gothe
head or three to Ehe body -~ and you
need to be fast. Afier the flrst body
bdow the alien & on veu ke n ton ol
elime.

You know if vou are not alone - the
prozimily meler sousds o wira ol
npproeching creatures, friend or fee.
As yvour charscter turns the view
scralls im a kisnd of Balllssaney wiy. It
s ihe sense of not knowing whe, or
wibat, ie Behind vow ihal makes Allons
FCATY.

In hetwesn alteck waves blast
shullers close i show your scors and
the numiber of olicns, fsoe haggers ansd
eiga which kave been hlaated, ahsl or
friiesd,

You eam have seome charncters

oheying urders while you take contra
of noiker. B vou can gel Burke o
move forward nine rooma while you
take Ripley through snsther ares =
room al a thme - ihe game comses with e
mip of 255 roams showing the ahipe of
ik base.

You can use your gun o jum doors
ogsrm oF sl bt having seen 5 s
ks e desahil the merits of the lsbier
course. [t is usefal if you are being
chased bl vow nesd te be qusck - 1F youa
shool am alien in frent of @ door thes
you can’t get past as i blesds acid
which Blocks your patk.

Special rooms

There & e sutie sgeclal rooms. There is
a medical block and the quesns’
ehamhers at the emd of 8 maze and you
need Lo gel o the armoury bo obtain
rounds for your smari gan. And the
esmlfil contrel rooms cenisina the
goneraior — il ihe albens take that over
wivtl boee nll the lig hts and have b work
within n torch beam.

To abop the reoms from being taken
gwer you need s shoot [he bipsmechs
anleal stuff which coees over the walls.
This is guite fun bul beware of
shootlng when ihere are aliens aboiil,

Playing the game
The game has been programmed by
HofiMachine: The Amatrad graphics

were portesd from the Commmdore &4
and ook excellent, We omly saw &

e Dhine ahowimg how

to play Prediry
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'l wrrrinr wlelis r.lh' b

pre=réledse version and the sorolling

was o hif jerky. bui the animation of

s auperh. When vou ksow

nhout amd you can't

k. gmible, if vou fisd ihs

creaiare as il homes in for e kil you
.

Film f#e-ina are ofien used ns an
exvupe for o peor game. With Allens
this s nei (he case, it is an
#xgallent program - just
don -t play it in i5e dark.

.-'f-f
- More
4 than
7 just Aliens

wwned by Acbivisian, an
Americen gant bhesed in LA sofiware
hingga Blectric Direama doss 08 Hse in
big brother's shadow. [ has & ot going on
wilh HPVIRA] PE T SEArIBE S il it e

The two companies are kept wery
sepamte, with Electric Deeams based in
Sonitkadn pion and Activisim in Londan
The former has astnbfished fs indepen
deses over thd lnst vear, sfter a time
it looked like heing Eher
visom Eabel

B two now have different Aavesams,
Electric Dreama being mose arcads
riented and Acinvison OOmfENLreting on
nrngrams e Hacker wkich have a
iy eler |

Both heve well known titles in their
sahlm - Howaed 8 Dhick asmd Lab-
srinth sre twn filme to which Activison
¢ Lirsinmss i
Chisgand its

Spdindizzy

'|l.'| I:|: with 1...I|l igdnn has geven
Electric [ieama n ]
power B 8 mate dide the difficial
American markel, This kes besn o

wocoessful that the American Elecs
Drearns label has besn used £
le!w.'l.lll' Belnisaind Eo selil ERmeEs ke

T'ra ars
Thire are some grest things planmed
EeD
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Hijack

You are & tmubleshooter, head of &
security division in the Pentagon, with &
Rajasy e reeclve and hostepes llvea
resiing on veur decisions

Yoo 're not mlone: yoo heve people who
will hislp vesi — and the presldsnt Reaping
N EYE 0N Vi

Thi pregran 90 spritey geme, &
liggle Hke Mission ESesabor, Y ou start |8
vour office and s you walk amumd, &
wimdnw on Che screen shows eiad voumn
pick up.

Yol miove throagh the building using
lifta, kouk through Gling cahiosts or gves
pmpty the bin Is wvour searches vou will
Gnd the codes pesded to open dodm later
im the game

There afe [Ehid WEvd Lo &adve Lhi
problem - finaccial political or melitary
mnd o epst of thousands: Military and
polbsticel advisees, assestants, fnascial
and publicity olficers, o secrwlasy and of
cowTst Mr President himaself

H# cag arathortse fnasog bal 1 s sasy
to upset him - to plackte Bim. @t the
publleity officer o send out press
redeasim, The CLA and FHEI can B ealled
imto play when the need arises

To pisslvn i hipek you wnll need to
ponl pesources abd IRVeELIERDE BVEROER
Mamipulnte your employess and finally
sive thie Boelagin, (2o Dok

A eceng from Prodigy

Prodigy

This is n non-violent game, written by
'-.1-.-. IHme. Yoiz have to escape from &
k lih sofmplis afd PRdtees wodsr ba by
Mejo.

Thi lnh coreslss of four or =, Veggie,
low, Fire and Techi. You need to sseintais
'.mlr-':-:'.p:-.-" level by ens tnngl:h-rli:r:unr
andl pop
order. Solving puzzies, Jl.rdulrn mifietens
and sieling the secarity camerss helps
TR ‘-I'I.IH

A syeiem of taleporis moves VYoo Fros
rofs 0 Mme, 8o despiie the distance
ipvedhved yoip enn flip back To get mesw
mxyvgen when vouo need i

Toole wichin the game include =
braciket of water whach cai b tesd [wecn

o peat ot fires hefore you need to re-fill
. Refilling s donie in ohe shosssr, wisich
i nlen used to clean the haby

i maps nbsincle 5 a moning meaee
which stubbomly nihgses th &5l im chi
ey vl want wrless vou turn your back
w1 Lhi s

A& movel fesdare is 1hat Bction carries on
v whies Bt s off e screen, such as the
'h,ll!. pomrtinsing 80 do bako- ke thisgs
1pleting the game - even il voo ame
mikl |y g —weikl cakie b o Chines howrs
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