s

THE WDRLD'S LONGEST BRUNNING MAGAZINE OF CULT ENTERTAINMENT

IARBURSI

PREIJA l'.'lR

MOVIE PARASITES / _ fﬂ- The Hunt Is Back [ln\\
RODDY PIPER a \
STAR TREK { \ / |
B
UFOS ﬁ 3
- | \ ) | : | I:~
i 1. 4 l i
- A
FUN WITH NUNS o SN i

MOVIES + TV + GAMING + AUDIO + COMVICS + BOOKS



12 0

HLWHRYS BET ON

by 1ain RoDertsor

MORE THAN THIRTY YERRS AFTER ITS DEBUT,
THE PREDATOR'S FUTURE RESTS = IRONICALY="1H'THE

HRNOS OF ITS FIRST VICTIM: SHANE BLACK STRARBURST
LOOKS AT WHAT WE CAN EXPECT FROM THEFILMAND
GETS ¥0U UP T0 SPEED ONTHEDIRECTOR.

MeTiernan was & wormed man, He'd had 1o hire secuity
quards to stop actar Sonny Landham attackng fiellow
cast rsembers, the alien costume was uncofvincing, and the
Belgion martial artist they'd cast to wear it - Jean-Claude Van

sormething - wasn't nearly inimedating enough.

ThePredarﬂfuhmlmumtwhu-Mmﬂdim.Hn

T add ta his problems, amongst the absurdly musculas,
testosterone-fuelled cast, one wasn't cooperating, For
starters, Shane Black, playing Hawkine (wears glasaes,
miakes awiul jales about part of his grlfriend's anatomy,
first to dée) looked, well, normal. He was alss the witer of
the upceming Lethal Weapon and had been hared not for
hiz brawn, but with the idea that, by playing the character
wha gets killed aff early, he could spend his dawniime
polizhing the film's script.

Black, howeser, was mone of it. He'd been hired &= an
actor, and afier selling his lirst senpt fof a then-astonishing
250,000 - other than adding his character's mtamoushy
bad pokes - he wasn't about towrie for free,

In the end, none of the cast killed each ather, the alien was
suctessiully redesigned, Jean-Claude was recast (wonder
wihiad happened to hirm?) and it turmed out the schipt was
prethy good evwen without Black's input,

As for Black, well, thirty years later, he's retuming 1o the
franchise. And this teme. no one's paying him 1o act.

WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU?
Wihen the first irailer for The Predator - HHE:I
lang-gestating entry in the series - d I‘lll-l],'lﬁ

Iternet inevitably went wild, Itll..lﬂll'
in the series since 2010°% :

the secand since 1990's Hﬁdﬂwiw
Predators may have encountened Aliens a
intervening penod, Mﬂmﬁﬂﬁm hierm
however, a vocal contingent of | 55

Chmter simply, it wasn what

it had lang been known that

jungles - both literad and meta
and setting the film in that moest
subuwrbia. However, the first foo
almos! Spielbergian tone than many
even set, E.T -gstyle. at Hallowesn, [T ope
(Room's Jacab Tremblay) opening a box of alie
staring at each in wonder, intercut with shots of
crashing on earth. There are shades of Clogea E
Black has cited as a touchstone for the mosie. Plus = ki
when do Predator movies have kida?

Of courze, to paraphrase another Splelbeng film, 1



BLHACK |

and ahhs, there's running and screaming, but
it was a deceplively s0ft reintroduction to the
Predator-verse,

Has Black done a Terminator with us, taking a

formerly adulis-anly franchise into famiky- fn-mdr:r

tefritery? Are we 1o be denbed the semes’ tradem
explading heads and spine-ripping?

& Mot a chance, “PG-13 is for pussies,” says
' Black, channedling Hawkins, “Spines
bleed... a lot”

) 1% Further footage has put a greater
. . . emphaszis on the series’ more
o % familiar tropes: big guns, bigger
W aliens. and people dying in a variety
'Tt. W of unpleasant ways. Reports from
% 5 -.‘\'.‘ W the set have confirmed that the gaore,
2. alomg with a refreshing reliance on
-5 practical effects, is intact and that
# ’ the plot is far more complex than the
L] initial trailers may suggest.

- - . Ah, the plot. Black, along with the
o - studio Fox, has done an excellent
. gh of keeping details of what the

m's actually about a closel y
| secret; something of a rarit

. mﬂmmmm
g, After nemours that Black initially

| d James Franco, the part was offered
s HuwmdﬂTml-thﬂfmwd

it after a month of negotiations,

- chocsing to focus on Soldada, the sequel fo
Sicario inslead. Along with, yknow, Star Wars

With the in-demand ded Toro passing on the

ple, it's given Holbrook the béggest part of

- his caneer, After impressing amongst the

- ensemble of Marcos, he broke out last year
as Donakd Pierce in Logan, And while the

acting plawdits went fo Jackman, Stewart

and the frankly astonishing Dafne Keen,

Holbrook's villainous performance was

enough to catch The Predator direclors eye.

Jairmng Halbrook's hastly - assembiled

wmit are Trevante Bhodes (who starmed in

the Oscar-winning Moonlght alongside
Mahershaka Ali, who coincidentally died
vialerithy in Pradators); Keegan-Michael Key
[AKA the half of Key & Peele who dedn't dinect



Get Outh; former Punishes Thomas Jame; and

Ahe Aller, who, as Game of Thranes fans can
attest, is no stranger to kosing body parts and
thierefors well-suited far Ehe nale

If that's enough 1estosterane for you,
heading up the female contingent is Olivia
Munn (X-Men; Apocalypse) as Casey
Bracket, the aforementicned disgruntled
science leacher, and The Handmadd's Tale
star Yvonne Strahowski as Emily, McKenna's
wile and mather of Rary,

Oh, and for fans of Predatar 2, there's a
specil Busey Bonus, with Jake Busey (300n
1o be seen in Seagan Thies of Stranger
Things) as the san of the late Peter Keyes -
wha was played by his dad Gary. We're gaoing
fo take a valdl guess and say his charactenrs
special skills are spouting both expositon and
copicws armounts of bload,

STICK RROUND

While Black has (we're guessing refuctantiy)
announced his cast, he's been less
farthcoming about everything else. We know
rvsch of the third act was reshot, and that
the release date was moved back from its
initeal March slot. Surprisingly, Black even
falked to Ammie about retumang. The fitm's
evenis take place between the 1997-get
Predator 2 and the when-the -hell-is-it-5e1
Pradators, and we know that Tremblay's
character Rory sccidentally triggers

the Predators” return to Earth. Rory's
preternatural ability to leam languages

- @ side effect of his autism - helps him
become an impartant player in the Hight.
And apparently, Quinn discovers the
Predators on Earth, anly for the autharises
fo disbelieve him {you'd think they'd have
learni by mow), leading o his ferming an
uncfficial team to fight the aliens,

&5 for the Predators themselves, well,
they've been busy, and they're no longer
the familiar psychopaths we all know and
love, Besides hunting their way arsund the
galaxy, they e been taking the opporunity
o upgrade, genatically enhancing
themselves with features of the races

they come across. Think of them as being
Iek e the Barg, only bess fun at partses. The
result? Besides the traditional Predators,
wii fiave o niew breed: bagger, Smarter, faster
and deadlier than before. And the two sides
don'l necessarily gel1 alang,

While apposang groups of aliens wene & plot
point in Predators, Black's expanding on the
idea. It's not the enly influence the previous
film has had. The Hell-Hounds - used ta
flush out prey - ane back, and also the
regipients of a nifty redesign,

Difterent groups: of Predatars, Hell-Hounds and
the odd Busey aside, though, Black's mainiy
ignainng the sequels, and tailoring hes film to
fodlcrw an from the (ard best) mosie.
Hie's just beng a ittle dusne a5 1o how,

The secrecy shauldn't be a Surprise, neally.
Black likes giving audiences that rarest of
things nowadays - the element of surprise.
He is, after all, the man who pulled off one
of the greatest misdirects in recent cinema
with fren Man 3°s Mandann - something
deliberately referanced in The Predstoss
paster, which sports the tagline *Yaou'll
never sae fhim coming.”

SOME DAMN FODL ACCUSED
YOU DF BEING THE BEST

H the previous Predator films have been
wildly inventive regarding both their
créatures and their gose, there's one area
where they've been noticeably uninspived
While the original may be full of ridiculous,
guotable dialoguee, it's hardly Shakespeare.
The likes of "Get fo the chopper™ and ) ain't
gof time to blieed™ may be amang the film's
mast memarable lines (along with, yknew,
that one pertaining o the Predator's looks),
ey sy 3
absurdity than written.

for the-:gquels. well, can you recall a single
line from Predator 27

That's abeoart to though. The Predator
is: bewng wiithen and by & man wha
mmmﬂﬂmm mrﬂm

when Quentin Taramino was still
applying for jobs in video stores.,

After Lethal Weapaon, his breakout scripd,
Black became one of the hottest writers in
.n,““’””m -’f"”""“m il g
a WS
mmunmﬂ
'rmhn.lt

mwuuwmmﬂmmm

perfect way to retain the creative control he

sa desired, He both wiote and directed his

comeback film, Kiss Kiss Bang, a

[mmh—iﬂll-bruklrhncrimﬂ!mﬂuluﬂmrm

pre=Iran Man Robert Doseney Jr., Val Kilmer,
Monaghan.

and Michelle

-

S all-out on a big budget blockbuster.

He didn"t direct again for eight years
when, on Downey's recommandation,
Black landead Iron Man 3 - either the best
or worst of the trilogy, depending on your
fealings about what e and co-writer
Direw Pearce did 1o the Mandarin, It was
the perfect film for the fledgling director,
combining his trademark action, con
razor-sharp dialogue and lefifield plof
twists on a massive canvas, although
considerably less expletive-ridden than
his fans were used 1o,

Fans of creative swearing were reassured by
hiis mext movie, however. Most deectors woald
fallavs & Marvel mavie with a simdarly sived
Girys, an action comedy with Ryan Gosling
Hmmﬁ“ﬂh W .
hngtmmh of fun, featwing Crowe's bes

budget .
k's got the budget to do his vision
; things are expected. He
fegnt Man 3, the 15th
film of all time. And
| movies don't tradition:
HIII:H their more family-friendly
srparts - the edd Deadpool and
Logan aside - its a sign of the studio's
h in the director that they'se let kim go

What we can be sure of, ll'mnh i that

the series is in good hands. Black remains
o of the best wiiters in Hallywood and

a formédable action directar. He may have
tumed dawn the chance to take a larger role
in the series’ genesis thirty years ago, but
he's embracing the mext step in its evolution,
After all, as the Predakor’s first victim,

he's due some payback.
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