






)loo- The most important exponent of Alien was the tremendously 
influential female protagonist, Sigourney Weaver's Ripley, the 
only person on the Nostromo to have her head screwed on when 
the crew find themselves in serious danger. With Promelheus, 
people are obviously looking for that touchstone in a different 
character. Elizabeth Shaw, played by Naomi Rapace, best known 

as Lisbeth Sa lander in the original version of The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo, is one of the two leaders of the expedition, and has 
been compared to Ripley al1ead of the film's release. With a strong 
sense of faith, as well a scientific mind, the scenario in Prometheus 
should certainly bring out a compelling side in Elizabeth Shaw, 
one that separates her completely from the shadow of Ripley. 

"My cha racter, together with Dr Holloway [Logan Marshall
Green] are the two team leaders," Rapace tells SciFiNow. "They are 
the ones that convinced people to put money into this expedition, 
to make this happen - my character's the believer, the one with 
passion, who's driven, and they are a couple. They've been on 
this journey through the world collecting pieces that kind of 
makes them realise they have proof, so they can go out [on this 
expedition]. She's the boss, in a way. Together with him, they're in 
charge - the rest of the team are hand-picked because they're the 
best in the world.'' 

Rapace says that the original Alien had a huge influence on her 
growing up, meaning it was a shock when she discovered she was 
in contention for Prometheus. "I was in LA for four or five days 
a year-and-a-half ago, and I came in for a bunch of meetings," 
she explains. Rapace was unaware that she would be meeting 
Ridley Scott on that trip until she got a phone call. "I went to his 

office, and he was there! I was really shocked, and he told me he'd 
seen The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo three times, that he loved 
my work, and that he wanted to work with me. It felt completely 
unreal, because I remember seeing Alien when I was young, and it 
changed things in me quite dramatically. It was the first time I saw 
a woman doing the things that Sigourney Weaver did. We don't 
have so many role models - at that time, it was all the men's world, 
and I always saw myself as a boy or a man, then all of a sudden, 
wow, here comes something else completely different." 

Scott apparently discussed a couple of other scripts with the 
actress before offering her the role. "Then he said, 'By the way, I'm 
doing a prequel to Alien, let's talk about that later'. [I said,] OK! 
Then a couple of months later he told me that he wanted me to 

be his girl, and to do the lead in his next movie." Rapace is full of 
praise for the director's creative approach on Prometheus. "He's so 
humble, so open and he has endless energy. I've never worked with 
anybody who never gets tired, who never complains. He doesn't 
want to have a break for lunch, and never wants to rest. He's older 
than everyone, but he can go on - it's almost like he's a bit unreal. 
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If I or Michael Fassbenderor someone has an idea and wants to try 
something, he's always open to try things, and he's very curious." 

For Fassbender, now one of the most sought-after leading men in 
Hollywood following his roles as Magneto in X-Men: First Class and 
sex addict Brandon in Shame, his character represents a different 
staple of the Alien films: the android. Since this is earlier in the 
timeline, David (the androids follow an out-of-canon alphabetical 
naming system; Ash in Alien, Bishop in Aliens, Call in Alien 
Resurrection and now David) could be perhaps more akin to Ian 
Holm's unhinged Ash than Lance Henriksen's unflappable Bishop. 

"Ridley gave me a little note - he's like the butler," Fassbender tells 
us. "He's like the butler in space, you know? He's an android, and he's 

basically there to facilitate the ship and aid the crew. It's interesting, 
because we found the idea in the first Alien film, that there's a 
resentment towards the android a little bit from the humans. It's 
scary that there's this representation of you that is so advanced, so 
there's a bit of prejudice. He's been ostracised within the community, 
so I thought there was something interesting there, within his 
insecurities or somebody that has to really entertain himself." 
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LIEN WAS ALSO A MASSIVE INFLUENCE ON FASSBENOER, BUT IT WAS 
RIDLEY SCOTT'S OTHER SCI-FI CLASSIC THAT TRULY CHANGED HIS 
PERSPECTIVE ON THE GENRE. "BLADE RUNNER REMAINS ONE OF MY 
FAVOURITE FILMS, AND ALIEN, I WASN'T REALLY ALLOWED TO WATCH 

18 films when I was a young teenage1; but certain ones my parents 
would let me watch. They didn't like me watching anything with 
gratuitous violence, but certain films that were a little bit more 
philosophical or had an intelligence behind them, they would let 
me watch, so l watched Alien. l remember being really scared by it, 
and from that first viewing I still have images from the medical lab 
and John Hurt, of course, and Sigourney Weaver. .. they were big 
influences, but Blade Runner was the one that really blew my mind." 

The androids' place in Ridley Scott's films as figures at odds with 
the rest of humanity, is something that Lindelof explored with David. 
"David is probably the most fun character to write. I've always wanted 
to write a robot, or a cybernetic individual, or whatever you want to 
call them. I found it particularly fun to think about what it's li ke for 
him to be surrounded by his creators, especially when his creators 

are on a self-confessed mission to 

find their creators. He has some 
special insights on how potentially 
disappointing that might be to 
be in the company of those who 
created them, because he's been in 
the company of those who created 
him since he was 'born'. Obviously, 

writ ing characters who are much 
smarter than you are is always 

fun, because it's more challenging to write characters who are ultra
intelligent than ones that are meatheads." 

Lindelof first watched Alien and Blade Runnerwithin around a 
year or so of each other, initially assuming that they were part of 
the same universe. "I wasn't using words like 'sequel', but I kind of 
assumed Harrison Ford, Deckard and everything that was happening 
on Earth, was the same Earth that the Nostromo had launched from, 
because they had synthetic human beings," he explains. "They 
didn't call them replicants in Alien, but the aesthetic was the same. 
Of course, I later came to realise that I was sensing that because they 
were directed by the same guy, but they felt like they were of a piece. 
And l think that Ridley is returning to that science fiction world he 
created, which is all in the same oeuvre." 

W E ASKED LINDELOF IF THAT MINDSET BROUGHT A CERTAIN AMOUNT 
OF SUBJECTIVITY TO THE SCRIPT, AND IF IT'S LIKELY THAT THOSE 
SAME THEMES IN BLADE RUNNER WILL MATERIALISE ONCE MORE 
AROUND FASSBENDER'S ANDROID. "I DON'T SHY AWAY FROM 

the tremendous excitement I feel and wou ld feel as a fan sitting in 
the movie theatre to see Ridley returning to those specific ideas he 
introduced in Alien and/or Blade Runner," Lindelof says."! definitely 
think that one of the ideas he introduced in Blade Runner, for 
example, that I just always fow1d captivating is, why create artificial 
life that looks exactly like us? If you could make a robot that could do 
work for us, why make it look human? 

"That's an idea that appears in not just Blade Runner and Alien, 
but Aliens and all its subsequent sequels." Casting Fassbender was 
essential to examining the idea of synthetic characters in a deeper 
way; David might not be the only android character in the fi lm, either, 
as Ridley Scott stated that "there may be two" during an interview 
at Comic Con last year. Some of you will no doubt have seen the 
TED 2023 viral video, starring Guy Pearce and written by Lindelof, 
which showcase the character Peter Weyland stating his unnerving, 
messiah complex-induced ambition to create artificial life, so we can 
expect this to be a key theme of Prometheus. 

It's interesting that Ridley Scott revisiting Alien has elicited a 

positive response, while his recent commitment to a new Blade -
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- Runnerdrew criticism from fans. Perhaps people view Blade Runner 
as more of a close-ended work of fiction, but Alien was arguably seen 
as a complete work until James Cameron expanded upon it with 
Aliens. Prometheus, then, aims to say something new about the 
themes of Alien without infringing on your memories of the film, 
and the cast of characters on board the Prometheus are channelling 
that difference. Other crew members besides Shaw, David and 
Holloway are Captain Janek (Idris Elba), corporate figurehead 
Meredith Vickers (Charlize Theron) and the aforementioned 
Weyland (who will only appear momentarily, according to Pearce). 

Lindelof, who has experience of working in the sandbox of 
another beloved sci-fi property with Star Trek, says that compared 
to the 2009 reboot and its upcoming sequel, there's real freedom in 

building characters from scratch for Prometheus. 'Tm fans of both. 
I grew up as fans of both, they're tonally entirely different animals," 
he says. "We're making the second Star Trekmovie- not that it 
lacks depth, but it's much more fun, it's designed as a tentpole movie 
for lack of a better word, and those characters are iconic. You are 

writing for Kirk and Spock and McCoy and Scottie and Chekov and 
Uhura, and these characters exist in a very mythic way for the fans 

as they do for us. I think for Alien, one of the real liberating things 
was that we're not writing for Ripley; we've got a whole new cast of 
characters, so there might be some similarities in terms of the world, 
the look and the tone of the film, but you're not really beholden to, 
'Oh, is that something that McCoy would say or do?"' 

W 
HEN LINDELOF CAME ON BOARD, THE SCRIPT ALREADY HAD A DRAFT 
FROM JON SPAIHTS BACK WHEN IT WAS A STRAIGHT-UP ALIEN 
PREQUEL. LINDELOF DISCUSSES THE CHANGES HE ENDEAVOURED 
TO MAKE AS PART OF THE COLLABORATIVE PROCESS ON 

Prometheus. "It bears mentioning that I rea lly loved his script, and I 
thinka lot of Jon's ideas, characters and mythologies ended up in the 

movie. The job I think Jon was hired to do was to write a straight-up 
Alien prequel, where the primary aim of the storytelling was getting 
to the familiar chestburster, facehugger, xenomorph, etc, and I think 
the job I was asked to do was push some of those ideas back and 
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bring out and fortify some of the more original ideas in his script, 
the stuff that we hadn't seen in any of the previous Alien movies, 
and that's what I feel I did." 

When we ask our interviewees what it's like to work with 
Ridley Scott, the response is universally positive, and as a lluded 
to by Rapace ealier, the consensus indicates that the director is 
open to suggestion. "I was surprised by how open he was, and 
how passionate, enthusiastic and fun he was. He rea lly wants 
to hear what you think," Fassbender tells us. ''And that's across 

the board. As I'm working more in films, I really like to soa k up 
what's happening on set and see how each department works, 
and see his attention, detail and preciseness in each department, 

while at the sa me time allowing each department to bring their 
own influence and input into it. He's full of energy - unbelievable. 
And he's got four cameras rolling. He did like 2,000 commercials 
before he did his first film; he's a real masterof the craft." 

That collaborative spirit is everything you want to hear about 
Scott as a filmmaker, really. We desperately want Prometheus 

to stand alongside Alien and Blade Runnerwithin the pantheon 
of films that makes the genre unforgettable, and it sounds like 
Promelheus should come together in fashion, with an energetic 
director returning to a genre he hasn't touched for 30 years, a cast 
of diversely talented actors and everything in place to capture the 
look, sound and feel of a movie set in the Alien universe. 

"I don't feel like I did a lot of writing," Lindelof tells us. "I feel 

like I sat across a table from Ridley, we had a lot of provocative 
conversations, and I asked him a Jot of questions, and I just 
listened to what he said and wrote it a ll down. There was a 

profound sense of intimidation when I fi rst met him, and I'm 
still intimidated by him - he's Ridley Scott. I don't use the word 
'legend' often, but you'd be hard-pressed to find someone who 
will take issue w ith that description of him." 0 

Prometheus is in cinemas from 1 June. 
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