Joindng the ALIEN Resurrection cast ol the request of director
Jean-Pierre feunel, Bon Perlman kills Alkens a8 abnodious
raugh-and-tumble-marcenary Johner.
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Forever baloved to fans of the series,
Periman partrayed the tortured but

Vincent on TV Baguly & fha Bagsl,




ship, bt he's a fierce fighter and he'll kil
anvihing that gets in his way. The only sids is
the cide of survival pmd all of us, rega
e poifics oo morality. just want to sunve,
It's a rasher eclectic buaach that khas - been
thrown together. Some of us-are soldiers,
rained and loyal §othe governement, Some of
its, Hike Jahner, are loval b no one and noth-
ing ar all, et we're 2ll in the same bost when
we're being pursied for our lives by the
\liens. [t makes for a very sirange survivalist
cominwam of humanity whene there 16 no r&al

oo or bad!

Beastly Role
g imte Besarrecinor, Perdinan, had
| three peevioas ALEN films. He was,
#15. o fan of the series long belore Hes-

dless of

pes of first three movies inmo bis VCR
] waneed 1o sce if there was a throwgh-ling
hetween he three storics thar would inform
the founh one in some way)” ke replbes. “In
fact, these was mone, Aside from the Alien
iteelf. evervehime wis aulamsmeous. Each fim
WS 71 LI ||__.!||_' EXPrEssion of the differsnt mak-
s visions

“lean-Pherre in his two prior films
played an int | '.II'.i'\.'|=\.I'.' and evooaiive
visual filmmaking stybe. He also has a very
skewad way of dealing wich different worlds
very singular and unlike anything youw ve
ever seen befose. He did it in Delicareszen
and then again in o much mone hiaang way i
iy of Lagt Children, becaese that was a
posk-apocnlvpiic famtasy world., Here agamn
he was alble .E: v unibeash his st THMEE semsihili 1y
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beciuss e was depiciing a pure fantasy
world thatexists |00 vears an the fulare, in a
oilly manufictiured eovironment in space
He has also added, stvlose Iy speaking, a
very fresh, wvery different take en our old
friend the Alien.”

Perhaps more accurasgly than anyone ¢lse
in Besurreciior, with he poasible exceplzon
of Teunet pepular Dominigqes Pinem, Perlman
cun gomment o just how nwch of & fish o
of water Jeuner was in directing the moves,
A fier all, Jeunet had neser before deali wath a
Hollywpod stwdio, mugor stars, o mega-ud
geboar o mestly American crew, "1 was ven
Very curious o see how Jean-Pierre would
;-__||;-.;|'_: # film of this scopg and mogniiude
becnage it was profably five times larger and
fote expensive thon arything he had done
before, It was a totally new milien for him,
Perlman sava. "In g sfodio: environment,
there ore many opinions that need 1o be
incorporaied inio what becomes the final max
o & film, and those opinions are offered
willy -|||||:.' Ii's very difficuly gt 1o ke g

Otfering a friandly hand, Periman claims
that the Resurrachion cast and craw ware
“the most fun-loving group of people Pua
ever worked with,”

opinions and suggestions of o stadic head
serapugly, yet you want to make something
that's closs o wour vision, that spe=ks with
FOUS YOI,

“I hod o idsa how Jean-Fierre would
resgond 100 this and I'had a half-smile on my
e for the whote sex maonths of il exper-
Ence, becanse 1 wnmtesd o ses when he was
gaing 1o crck of explode. Bul be handled i
with l.'l.'ll'l'l:_'ll-."'ll." aplombe The things he didn’l
faal were particalarly impomant 1o fight for
he didm't fight foc. The things he Fell wene
inpartzand, he did fight for, but all of his fights
were done ina very prolesiiondl, uiemolion-
al, bwv-key mannes =2 that he coukd maingain
the sensibality e had 1o maintam. Having
come from no frme of reference and being
thrusl iner a5 brg a movie naching as you
could |'-u~.-.ii"|;-.' e thirust inbo=—ind belseye
me wihen | say the budget was up there
Iean-Pierre moved with amazing dexresioy

berwesn the worlds of his own vision of

LLIEN Resperrection amd the comporale world
tlsat is e studio system. 1 really think he
e the filmche 520 ol toomake, sathout oo

LAY COMpromises.”

Eoom Photo: Copyright 1595 BCA TY

“Caplatt Zoom was just me belng
shameless, admits Periman, whe reigned
a% & Ming the Mirthlass In the TV movie
spaoad,

Periman reponts that he got on just fine
h-all of the other actors: in the Resirnae-
i ensemble and adds thal gond-narired
caits are [ypical on a Jeunst production. “The
people | worked wath om Cire off Eocer Clil-
efren woere just really nice falks o hang with,
There were o rough edges o any of them.
That's imporiant te Jean-FPieme,” he assers.
‘Baide from gerting the ke he wants, in
grins of talent or interpretadion, iL's very
impartain for him o be around people who
don't take themselves pariaclacds ."\.'Iil.".lh-|:'.
The Resusvechon cast was the most Fun=loy

ing groap of peopla Ive ever worked with on
a filen, and 1 made some lifelong friends.
which wou can't abways say. We pamied hard,
we worked hard, i we pever wenl through a

where something hesvy was plagaing us
that we dicn’L get thraough with hunses, good
il and mood nature, [ believe §i's e accr-
dent that Jean-Fierre sarroinds himeelf with
people liks that. T've seen it fwice now; on
wa different continents, ard it's no fluke, no
mastake.”

When Perlman staes than e and his fel-
lovor actors workedd hased on Sesurraction, bé 5
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And whal doas Farlman think of the 1856 warsion of The isiand of Doctor Moreau (in

which he played the Sayer of the Law)? “Next.”

not kidding. The actor did a goeed many of his
oIt sfunts, parizculas)y the hamowing under-
waber secquences in which Johner amd the
aabwer characiers are chased by Aliens. The
soenes wers filme=d in a ;i;*nli;‘. CHymapac:
sized pool cet built especially for the produc-
tiom. Perlmian alse performed his own stunls
for & scene i which Johmer hangs from 5 lad-
der by has Feet. Under normial gircumsances,
a stumiman might hove been called in. b
Jeuner songht o cover the action in such a
way that Periman simply hod 10 b2 in the
shi

Al time, Perlmam r.:.iur.:; ol wis e
ever i any feal danger. The varisus action

16 STARLOCG S by J905
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segjeences were mensly phyvsically challeng-
ing ard required & great deal of endurince,
concentration amd descipline, That sakd, bow-
ever, Perimon jokes that he cid. Psee God o
couple of tmes” while submerged in the
tamk. "I wouald Tun out of air widl 15 o X
seconds lefl to go in dhe shot” he secalls,
Yo re stuck with dhe ootion of eather main

ing the shot and having 1w do it again. or
loeghimg 1t ol and getting to e end 50 vou
don't hnve todo it again. [ always opted 1o go
tor the end, but there were a couple of times
wiere | was pimost unconmscious by the fime
the safery divess got e me with the air regu-
lagor, [ wis j:_m e u_r'm._':n}' in thit situagion,

o FLHGORIA

Sans makaup in Cronos,
Perlran was & harassad
millionaine’s Son iy ing

sieal a vampiric arfifact.

“Its goe thing (o rebearse o calmly with &
mask on. where YoU CHn ses whiere viou're
going or whare vou can breathe frecly
thranaph & regu lator 's-quite another (o sinp
away the mask, where vou become blindsd
and 1o ke pwny the regulator, and then oy o
perform the verror of being chosed by Aliens
and expelling all of vour bresth before (e
shiot is halfway dons: becouse you're pan-
bkl 1L was challenging and, somebrow, fan.
Bat let's just say ['m glod if"s over”

Beast Western

There's & resurrection of ansther Kind. as
the focus of comversatian lums o e Mag
miffeetr Seven, the CBS mid-season series
hased on the classic John Sturges flm and s
thres ~,'¢|;||,:¢|-;, Remern af the Sever, Guns of
Mo Magnifcent Seven and The .'|-:|'-:r|.'r.'|_.'i-:'e"|.'
Sewvewl Kide. "We are in pre-production for the
stard of the first epesode afier the pikor:
appraach this show like | approach every
thing else, which means ['m very, very hum-
e, very, very puarded.” Perlman . says.
There is work m be done, We're mving: 1o
depict a place that's bogefully imeresting fiog
an auwdiemce. We: have saven characters tha
haven'l realizel their capabilities ver, wha
are dark and brooding. bt have these incred-
ible sireaks of humanily and heroism 1o
them. We're very much in 2 boilding process.
[ don't ever appeoach anything from an extar-
natl point=cfavies; ke, "This 18 going o e a
prest success, We'ne just irvimg to get it right
anel trying 1o make (be material as inpenesting
as possible, with these characters, for n show
with the polential to be really Interesting

“I'm & fan of Westerns, great Westerns,
[ loge Gan of Jaln Ford, T'moa hoge fan
of the original Wagrificent Seven. v
be=come a fan-of late of many of Cling Enst-
wenml's mowies that I've begn siodying as |
prepased for the series. | nctually liks the
genre more than 1 like Sk Anyway, my char-




aoter on Mereriiicens Seven B8 13 based very
loosely on Bemarcs 0 Beilly, Charles Brom-
=oq's character in the orginal film. He was
fealf-Irishy and hadf-Mexican. My charcier is
as well, though we hoven’s begun te deal
wilh his ethmic g 1 am a defrocked
minister who's searching for some |||g|'|s_~r
meaning in the gpiverse and | wall dooamy

thing, including peyide ntwals and sweat
bodges. in order 1o go to 0 higher groand amd
perhaps discover the meamng of lifs, [ hnoe
this curiosity about whether the answer o
18 1% 10 desth, so 0 put mvsell incthese death

defying simations with my comipadres, hali
expecting (hat escl ane will be my lag, thal
I'H then go 1o the preat beyvond and seek the
endiscoversd coumey from where no maveler
rebums,”

Perlman co-s1ar2 in The Magrificen
Seven with severad familiar genre pomes,
nchuding Michasl (Terminaior) Biehn, Dale
fme Frex) Mullall and BEoe (Dark Skies)
Close, none of whom he knew before they
meL an e ser As Tar as be Knows, be and all
of the actors will appear in ol =ix :_'|_'-im_|-.]|:1
CES has ordered, despite the fact hat char
scters from the - Wag i Seven flmis rend

expire before the final credins pall

Beasts Past

AL Fire Magmifeem! Soven ndes ink the
mcture, 5o oo do severad ather |_'|r:'-j|_'|, e Perl-
man Bas in ke can. There's Prince Yaliand,
n mction-adveniore directed by Anthony
Fackoon, winch cases Ferlman 32 Bolar, a role
mpiniled by Jomes Mason in the 1954 film
dapeation of Hal Fester's comic smip; Self
Sorege. & back comedy that stars Perimaon,
e Pamioliano and Eristy Swansen; and A
ronwm s Trermea Ko Docer, 8 remake of o clas

¢ Rod Serling scrpi
1 hagd o very good time working on
Wediamr. It wns 2 very smom '=|_':'i|_'|| wiiki
ey good direcior, Tony's shasp. intelli-

THF

“He's a total wandarkind,”
offers Perlman of Cranos
director Guillermo Del
Taro -:Etanding]. “He's one
of the brighfesi men I've
aver met.”

"WWe were cut off in mid-
siride,” Peariman lamenis of
hig cancalied TV saries, He
would welcorme a chance
o ravisit Beauty & the
Baaslin a film.

pent, doan’t takk down o the sudiencs and i
Ahile vskay ane siegabend of them.” Perlman
savs: T haven't seen the finished film, bt it
seemed toome when we were making Prince
Vatiauy that it was going 1o be 2 frochy little
roqnp. [ Joaded with wonderfully caborlul,
umsentimenial characlers and some g:-:_'-.l
scrion sequences. It had & really mice tone o
it, The Last 1 Beard, i was having irouble find
ing distribation

“1n el Morage, | got 1o play ane of my
favorite characters ever, Thot's another film
sLU look for a diswibwior, bar s very,
very funmy AE wis & dotal Enbear of love, Tt
was based on a play 1 did, which was seousl-
Iy the first thing 1 did after Beanry & th
Beasr was cancslled, [ play a sereal kilber wio
nsed Lo beoan mpersonaor on the Sunsel

F:-I.|||'- [ do aboar 23 IMPCTEONANON S in the

mives, IS very dark, ol also & very waell
constracted sutive on Hollywood. 1 hepe it
fimdds the light of day becanss 1 know there
are pesiple ol there who will get m bip vuck
outaf it

A Towen Mo Traed do Dasr 15 one of the
first in-hiowss films in the Sci-Fi Channel
ripeline. Serhing % seript was g brillian p
of writing, brllianily adapted to 300 years in
the future,” he condnees. “We had a grea
cufting-edge director ramed Robh Melsom. o
preary @ood cast and | had a prear nme mak-
ing thak. | haven™t seEnag, IF o arms oun Hke 1
think is will, the Sci-Fi Channel will have a
nice e

Amd mow it's on oo review of eredits
pasL, as Periman reflects on Ciolberoe el
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Would Catharine return for a Beauty & the
Bagst movie? Says Perlman, “Linda
Hamilen will do anything she thinks i
good.”

Tora's breakibrougl: Alm, Cromes: the moch-
maligned fidand aof O Morear remake; M
Suirci; the family SF elemoviedseries pilot
Captaim Zeor and, in mare detail, Beaury L
rhe Beair, "L didn’tihink much of my wark in
Crmnes, bel 1 loved the movie,” the aclor
enthwses. T've become life-lang friends with
Cruillernso. He's ane of the hrighlest men ["ve
gver known, ong of the most brilliant, well-
read minds Ive ever me Fle's a womal wn-
derkind, a great dirsctor, [ look for him to
have a really important career.”

AL the mention of Dr Moregu, there's a
lobg, eminos silence. Finally, after & few
keats, Perbman simply S, “Mext,” whach
leads to Me Seinch, a faibed Frambensreln vari-
ation from director Roger Avary thal one
might expect Perkman soodismiss with anoth-
er wirerance of “Mext’ Bul think again. "1
had 5 mice ime wl,wl:ing or that”” the acior
reveals. YT have a real good relationship wath
Foager. I'm not sure the movie tormed oul 2
wizll as he pight have indually interded. bug it
wak a noble efford, Sometimes, that's what
yioup faks away from an expericnce. Some of
M Snirch wias very good and some wasnn. 1
look sipen that in 2 very F"Hi_|i-.(' IiF':1| and 1
wiold werk again with Roger in any way,
shape ar form

"-L‘.'lj.ln:lf.'l LT WES Just me being slame-
less. [ aeonid Bove o be like thaf every ancs in
awhile, just doing some ald Vawdevilie com-
ey, The wrling - was very funmy amd 1 had a
grest time making it 1 know it was silly and
aver-the-top, but ey, & guy Bas 1o have a
couple of lnughs. [t wos .|:_'|u3,||_!. very Clossa 1o
going 1o series and they're call 1alking abouwt
doang it if '.hn:} can get the financinl side

18 STARLOG el TH04
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together, Ie's one of those things thas has
tleree Eo1s ar-Lhe aml, a5 m To Be conlin
(TN} e
And, fimally, there 15 Beawly & the Best,
the story of o I;».:n::.'.i:.- p-:'inf_'n,: of the Mew Yark
Ciry underground, Yincent, and his grear love
Catherine (which Perlmon discussed in
STARLOG #1238 & #1430 Thaough it has
been several years sinoe the series ended,
victim of low ratings decpite o fervent, ador-
ing fan base, rumors arnse every sooflen
abok the prospect of a Beanry & e Beast
feature that would regnite swch familkar al-
ents 05 Perlman, Lindn Hamilton. Roy
Croarsce, Armin Shimernman, David Gresnlee,
Jay Acovane and series crentor Bon Koslow,
“We all think there s a litike bit more
story o tell” Pedman suggesis. “We were
gut off in mid-stride. We all alss think of this
as among the grest momeants of cur fives.
Whe diossn’t want wo revisic that? Thers ang
places we can o | have some edeas thar |
thindk nre greal fdens, im ferms nr'-:u_-mning up
the scope -of the criginal vision for the pus-
poses of @ featare. Bug if ot jusl stays on its
current level, thar'a fiss too. Unforiunsiely,
Seanty. & the Segsr is not ke Star Trek,
where there was such a vast awdicnce that

dEmanded a libm, The sudieEnce we had b

Heaury & the Beast was ncredible and vocif-
&rnek, Bl ol that I::lgc Thiat's the reality
that mbes the day wigh regand w the viability
of daging a film version, The idea [ have,
which Tcan't el vea. would stand onits own
A wiolld Bot necessanly neecl e vaEsn pop-
wanty of TV 55 a -,:|_'-_-'||gl:mnnj. I just think 11
would be unbgue apd very-well placed ina
Flm amilien”

The big question remains: Wouald the
lang-elusive Homilton agre: fo refumm from
the dead as Cathenine? 1 don’t know the
ansser 1o that” Perlman admots. = Lmela wall
do anything she thinks is really good, She has
very gaod taste i materkal. IF someshing
cimes her way that's gredt, she" 11 entertiin
the ides of doing i But | would never pre-
sume 10 -:::..'-;;n:_i-]__l:.n:-,-_:, what she, or onyone,
wiolsld do. Linda amd [ are sell preny close.
Eosliow and [ talk SVETY OnECe i whale, | see
Boy ence in'a while and | speak o Jay svery
0 ofben. We're ol so busy, Bur we Iy very
harel 10 stay in comac.”

After all this time, Peelotan believes he
kniws why Begurty & ne feast captured the
impginarions of fans. There are, he noues,
sievearil o -:1r|.':|:-_7|i|1g clements. “The juxbapo-

aitkon of the hmitatons of this mam. what he
was physically as opposed o what he
becams, how hage his heart was omd the way
hie tinpacted humanity around him appealed
i many people. He becames largs as 3 result
af being made small, of his world being
made small,” Pediman maintains, “He grea:
tegarithmicslly, bul commensurate with the
bind hloew that life dealt s, § ilink there™s a
side of thar in every one of s, There's o side
of every ane of us that's imperfect, that fesls
at odds with the world, like a costaway. It's
overcoming those odis amd Ekmg 1@ 1o e
bevel of sglf-realizaion and going in the ser-
vice of mankimt and the mheates good that's
the stuff of tue hepoism amd tree mythic pro-
ponton. That really rang a bell in people wha
tong lor that kind of Gothie, romantic;
chivalric ¢haracter in their lives., Towas very
Bionored that T had the apparniiy e play e
character and alse felt konoved thos he 5o
deeply affected and towched as many peophe
a5 be did."

Perbman imends 10 keep on secking char-
aclers that challenge himy, that make andi-
ences’ think, thar push their buiions in one
way o7 another. The past bas been rewarding
and the furiere, the Aclor sUrmises, sceme
equaliy bright and promising. “My career has
gone way benes than §ever could bave impg-
med. I've gatlen toowaork with mldy sxanng
people, inclwding some visioonriss, ['ve pot-
pet i s the world. U've bad a boe of lawpghs
:|'In||]__l thee l.l.:._:._" Ron Perlman concludes,
“Anmd it beats working.”

Claytace, one of sevaral toon charactars
woicad by Periman, deals deception in
EBaiman: The Animated Series,
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Sigourney Weaver relives the death & life of her alienated alter-ego.

By IAN SPELLING

cen'l necessarily mezn  thought, “Why are they doing this? We had

don




In fact, Ripley [Sigourney
Weaver) ks now a cloned Aen
hrybrid hersell. 8 “genatic
crossover, notes Hs actreas,

“whao's complatefy revved up”

e

*Humans, as
always in ALIEN
movies, are
such creepy
people.”

Might Wieaver step out of the
shadows and try her hand at
diracting an ALMEN Film? 1
don't know,” she admits. 1
woulkd have to direct 8
differend mowie first”
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| “l'was surprise f—
faw much monstar
movie thers was in ]
Regurrection,” 5ayE —.
| Weawer, who longed ey
far a more subtle o Gt :
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And the fiimmakers complied.

themy scorier for lack of screen time, some-
Broaly dropped the boall, There are Atpens
galore in Becirrecrion, The swlience seas
them constantly and ever geis o warch them
1k and leam, paricularhy in the lnborators
segjuencs in which D, Gediman (Brad Dou-
nl) e irnaning them, =T was surprised by
haww mich moneter movie there was in Res-
wrrection, Weaver admits, “I0 vouw'ne in oL
ansl you're ploving upposite @ creofurs thalk s
gesentially your child, you ge=e i1 8% a peraon-
afily. Yo don't see-it as a thing with big
[ 1]
“For me, playing opposite 1he Mewhbomi
was like plaving cpposite Lon Chaney Sr
Uhag ereature could do everything. [E was
immiensely mowving and all of My iRlErsclion
with it came oar of mprovisation, Boed foom
e seoapd. The MNewhom wag p creshine aper
ated by 14 puppeteers. They gave it energy. B
wits very eerie, There were €ix différent peo
ple on its face alone—ihe eyebrows, cves,
chesks, arstnls. Every partof ibmoved. Most
o the j'!::uph' whe! built the ;_'.|_||'-r-:'-|—:||'..i ]
don' like the word puppet-—worked the pant
ey balt. The guy whoomade the tonges did
y Tl

s Ryvder, Consideresl ane af

il
the 1

42 ETARLOGFebrary D08

“What was Impoertant to me was o restore the Allens’ supearkarity,” the aciress axplaing.

the best aciresses of hér generation, Ryvder
spemed @ most unlikely choace 10 essay Call.
Afber all, fhe aciress ie o finy libke thing, and
who would think rsar the two-time Oscar
miaminee, & stnple of mﬁ-:'q.l drumis ks The
Age of fnocence and Linfe Woren, would
lave any inlerest in an SF film? Bul Evider
did hnve an interesy, practically an obsession,
afe loves 5F and has o long  warsmpped
Weaver, [t was no surprise, then, that she
weni 30 far as o commil o Besrrreclion
withoul =ven ;._--::-iug A scTipl. Wenver mel
with Byder and b vaco hit it off. "1 saw the
|Riplev-Call] relationship ns half-predatory
and half-wonder,” Weaver cave, “It’s not
matermal or gislerly. Wingnass o lummy and
she’s a wonderful actress. Whas she doss
with the part of Call 15 50 arresting bécauss
she’s s vulnerable; she's such a surprise
when we find out what she's made of. [
thiomght it wis o preat iden to cast her

“We had such a lovely group of aciors
Yo have 1o pall yourseil Iogether and not
have fil museh fan when you're dealing with
life-and-death sosnes, bal it was such a plea-
sure’ by owork with someope like Winonn
who's down-to-Eamh and very seli-deprecat-
ing. We were alw ¥E W for Some st of mis-

chicf, She's a wonderful mimic, At one pots
far a coupde of weeks, we bascally [alkes
nithing but Deackream tnlk.”

Film Forum

Whar does Weaver feel about the varioos
ALTEN movies in The sepes?! As she amphas
sized in o mink-interview last issue, the
actress cluams go have hiked 1be Hirst Gl the
most. Bt what aboat ALTENVS, and its direes
tor James Cameron? "1 love Jim,” says
Weaver, “He's such & highter. Though be's
very demanding 1o work for. he doess
Eemand ony less from himdelf, I's gread o
heve a direcoor who will go e the nch degres
For his mavie. He wreote this remarkable pan
for Hiplf:.' amnd he hod never even met e,
was working an two other films in Frang
amel they sept me the scnpl, which was a
Ripley and a grear pari. They hadn't cwes
méentiorsd 5 toome 1 mel Jian, and he wegs
this guy wha had gone to the producers, wis
wanbed haim o do searsetheng else, and he =g
what he wanied fo do owas wriite ond direc
ALTENS. He kad anly done Pirarha 25 1k
hadn't even-seen Terminator vel, So, it was
just an incredibly foriumate thing.” Weave
has little more 10 say abaul ber last ouling
ihat hasn't becasaid already, but offers a ven
inlErasling insight mio thal direcior’s viseon
“The third one was such o David Finche
flm. ['s 0 young man's Hm—very c¢ynica
and, nt the same fime, very inmocent, We
never browght this wp. adds the actress, “hi
I me if was aboot SRS

As each of (he ALIEN adventures enened
haaters, they did o sceompamied bay o great
deal of media agention, When ALIENS cumg
aul, Weaver wias dubbed “Ramboding,” Whes
Resprreciion hil movie scresns, some ju{::-
nalizis referred 10 11 a5 a manifesio on fem
nism and motherhood, =T would soy tho the
ataly thimg feminist about Besurreceion is thal
vou have a big-buclgel pacture with bwi
strong worsen leads, And that's good enoug
lor me!™ Weanver clamms. “But | dom 'L see the
ALIEN movies as padidica! sintements, [ think
it's guite hormifying that in 1997, if von les
awoman in the legd oF opecture, you'ne mok-
g & fenminist statement. That's epgraitfing.”

It's pointed ot o Weaver that althoegh
Fox considered comtinuing the ALTEN fram
chise without her, the sI0dI0 never, Ever-—r
far ns anyone knows—eonsidersd replacing
ber. Weaver 15 Erpley and Kipley 15 Yreaver
|5 =he that irr.:-pl:.:_'u.-hh' ' AHer all. severnl
men have grabbed (07" Waliber PPR o the
Inmes Bond series. amf three  guvs g
donned the cowl and cape for ihe Bainian
feafures, Wenver doesn’™ kKedw quile how i
respond. “Thar's like an-essiy question,”
pekes. Then, alér & pomment. she offers an
NREWET .;.I:I'_;q_|g|1 it's nok one fhat sotisfies the
quesiion. F always sound Pollyanna. b i's
st a5 hard for men to find good parns as Fol
women. | mean, Barman? Hello, T haven'y
wean the Last,. o or three. Buf id™s the pobor's
jab 1o make these rodes interesting. Amyway
what | am happy abdur 18 that people ane
begiin |-|=.|!g 1o meake it very clear that they ik
Lo S2e woanEn i strong roles in movies. Sa
nfter this Iﬁ-g.u_'g_r-i:'-n; hleak period where

sha
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Direcior Jean-Plerme Jeunet, Weaver says, has put a darker spin on Resurregtion,
“It's a vievw of the future which 5. very bleak”

Directing Des

uURr i 1

“You really |

can‘ttell | R
whose side | Ran, b= fomRLE
Ripley is on.” e ' : -xi ) s

& big ALIEN fan.
Winona Ryder opted to
play android Annales
Call in Resurrection
before even reading a
goript. I was a greal
idea to cast her,” says
Weavar,

S =

i Ripley survives at the box olfice, Weaver is game for another outing. “There's
more o explore,” she offers. "Maybe we'll axplore il
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ACTRENSNS

ON
CALL

By |IAN SPELLING

inonn Bvder was, iz and will forev-
er be a scsence-fictacm nul. T loved
Tnvaders from Mare, T saw thal
when [ was a litle kid. When the boy sees
the knobs on his parents’ necks, fhad larmed
me on §o SF7 recalls the aciress. "Then. 1
really por lnke Bay Bradbury and Fafuenbeir
51, T wias nlso kind of raised on Tailiefr
Zowes, Srar Wars was more of o boys " thing."
Then, there was ALIEN.
"1 zaw the Dirst ALAEN when | was izl
or mife, enlbhuses the actress, 1 octeally st
thiromghs it twice. My brotlérs and [hid in the
wings white they cleaned the thealer
bedwesn showings, It remaing one of my
favoriee murvies of all tme, It's o completely
revialationary movie becawse it was the first
LZF movie ever made where the woman suar-
vives amd the worman 15 the here. That was n
really big deal, Ripley [Sigourney Weaver]
was really the last person you expacbed 1o
survive. Yo think it's going to be Tom Sker-
AL OF one o e oiber guys, When Skermnl
dies, you think, "OK, everphody's going to
die. It just did mot enter your mind that 1be
woman wosld sctually sarvive,
“Then, Ripley soes back o et e cat
and biows up the Alien, That seas imcredibly

Androdd emuggler Annalese Call doesn’t trust this Hybeid Ripley (Sigourney Weasver]),
but Winona Ryder was thrilled to work opposite har favarile SF heroine.
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exciting for me as a girl who waned tobean
actress and who wanied o be an actness in &n
SF movie: Bipley didn't die. Ripley dicd mio
gob saved by a guy and e sent back to Earh,
[ wmw ALFEN about 15 timas, 1 was obaessed
that a woman had kicked ass in g movie, ft
really liad a hage impact on mie, S0 ol 5o
that [ still hul the poster im oy roam ok home
unl 1 was [ 7—and-at's s sctaally these, 1
moved gl at 17, When | go home tomy par-
chits boase, 4% sull in Ty FCHATHL

Avid Android

Mo, of coarse, Ryder's name [igures
promingntly on the poster for ALTEN Resir
rectiont, tn which she co-51ass with her bero,
Wenver. As an avid fun, Ryder looks back a
ihe mierits of the first theee ALIEN featares,
“The ficsr one was greal becaise you- dida't
see the Alen o bar” she says. "Bt vou felt it
i owias larking all the time. 13 also o lsas this
incredibde weiress and these other wonderdful
parformances, It wasn't jusl & hunch of
actors sereaming and running arcupl 1t had
really grenaf chorciers ihat you cared aboul
1 eomsder the first [Alm o be S5 and ALTENY
o b action mavie, The second ome was
mare shoming o things, seeing the Aliens. 1

enjoyed ik, bug it wasn't as fun and creepy.
1 wasn't & fan of tee third one, 1 just dud
nat ger it. People sy, ", thal's becase
Riplay died.’ T was neally upset about that. 1
ook Eine A long fime b gel over i With all
the nctica in the second one, you ai keast sow
that Ripley had a soft side. And then, in the
thard onee, 4t wns set in this weird prison and
it kod all this religions smaff that 1 didn’s
understand. Then, Bipley had sex wiily chat
gross guy. [ just didn't scem like Ripley Lo
. -1 hate saying  that aloal ALIENT,
because | love Sigourney and [ know tha
sle's very close 1o all three films. But it"s my
personal apinkon that ALTEN didn’ work.
Oine day not lopg ago, Bvder's phone
rang. Executives of 2ikh. Cenury Fox. the
siuclias fior whiom she had just finished The
Crucible, the studio that cased the rights 1o
the ALIEN framchise, wanted Byder fo vasic
with them. They didn’t infarm her of why
“When [ went in. they said, “Weousld you ever
comsider doing SFT Laaid, ‘1leve SF, bat it's
ustially so bawd and cheesy, The only way 1
svpalel iy At is 0F it wete something along the
lines of ALFEN, bur that's over because Rip
ley's dead and nobody can replace her” "
Ryder remembers, “And they said, “Actual

I, we're bringing her back.” | thaughs; "OK/
They said, "There's o part fog youo in L. &t
wias the Firat time oy Jife T agreed oo gooa
filen withoul ever resbing o seopl. 1 didn't

sweanted tobe ahle o =l my brathers Twas in
un ALTEN movie. That's ofl [ wianted. When
1 read the serpd [by Joss Whedon], T thoughd
it was renlly good, The way Ripley was
brought back was pretty inferesting and rel
evani e whad is going on woday with
cloming. It was Kimd of interesting (o know
wi were making this foristle 8F movie,
bul weren't 1o far off from [reality].”
Apother key oo secucing the falents of
RBydes. a two-time Oscar nogminee Whose
credits include Edvwand Selcrarfands, Bram
Sroker’s Dracula, Beetlefuice, The Age of
Trarancedice, R-_'..'I.'rl.' H!'ﬂ'-'. Lty Wiaren and
How to Meake an American Quilr, wos that
the studio wert with French wunderkind
Jean-Frerre Jeunet as Resurreciion's diregtar
after Dranoy Bovle excusedd himself from the
project: Byder thowght the aubeur behind
Dhelicqtesseait and The Oy af Lo Children
wiould be parfect for breathing new hife oo
ihe ALJEN franchise. “The tradition with the
ALIEN mowvies is 1o hire interesting, vision-
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Fhoda: Stmn Schap

n Sloker’s
Dracuia

ary directors, she noges, V1 owns comfident
that they wouldn't hire some hack action
director. When Jean-Pisrme came along, il
was Just completzly ideal. He i alien. He is
completely the weindest, most incredible,
krillinmt man, He renily is a 3u:‘.i|l~;

“It's like e's from amosther world, His
iclmas, his wisions are siaff that 11 never
understand. bur that T completely admire. |
really loved working with him. Jean-Preme
will never do anything like i has been done
before. He's 50 completely original and
||:||:|'||11|'|r|'|n'|i:-.ing The smdio was incredihies,
because they gave Jean-Prerre—ins guy
from Framoe whe hos never mnde an English-
langwage movie—a bed aff freedom o make
has Eilome 1 can't tell vou how surprised 1 wis.
He created a differem world, a new ship. a
new everyihing. Even when we'ne running
down & comidor, which has been done a mil-
leom temies, he makes it mteresting. He shools
it sax 675 unicjes, He's just viery original,”

On the e, Bvder and Weaver goton fine,
I Ryiler dizln™t 1ake the opporuniiy o gush
1o Weaver abeat what & fan she was, or 10
Blather on abowd Weaver's influence o851 bher
“I didn’t bather Sigourney with questions,”
Kyder says, =L was much oo shy.” Inslead,
she focused on her characier. the mechanic
Annales Call, wis urms oab b 2 4 sensitve
indmid whi's very protective of Eanh and
eximemely anti-Alben. Ryder, o self-described
ul-pound waakling,” honed -her skills o
coime across a5 believable, Afier all, Resur-
recfinur was o periad pisce, and it demanded
n far different kind of pérformance thain she
hiad been wsed 1o delivering

“Diakopue makes more sense o me in
contemporary picocs or period pheces” she
giresses, O wamte 10 see if [ could make the
technobabble moan ALFEN filim, the sodf that
den L maake sense al all, soond real and mor
mal coming out of my meowth. [ don't know if
it worked. [ personally byve dhe movie, at
'm not eriey about moyself am it T Rind of
stick oul a5 someons who doesa’t really
Belong there, My role 5 seconcary=—IL"% Rip-
ley"s mowvie, 1 think the thing Call and Ripiey
heave In-common is that they bath want 0o be

Hi  STARLOGFebruary M98

humman. | diddn’t see their relationship as
mother-dangheer &t all, bur they do grow o
really care about exch other S0, Doaoubd soy
it"s kind of & sister relationship. The core of
the atory 15 Ripley’s relationship with the
Alien—I"m there fs the sidekick, running
around and chasmng after hee Bl | dad elank
there were o kot oaf i_ql:::-a-':::.ling parTts kot
Call. T kmew it would be differem and a clual-
lenge and [ dudn’t want to die withaut rying
erervriing a5 an acoress.”’

Abile Android

The Beswrreciion experience proved a|
lezst iz tough as Ryder expected, particubarky
the physical aspects of il Ciber Reswrrection
actors ol Almmpkers hove comnmenied on
the srocling upderwaler chase sequeice. in
wihich a3 sbeek :-;'.l.'i-nn'uil'.g Alien hunts down
Foyder, Weaver. Ron Perlman, Leland Orser
anid the rest ol the cast, The bravurs saquence
wits filmed in & giant tank. with upside down
seis and cobd, murky water. Rebearsals were
conducted with masks and oxvgen lanks, bt
auch lanuries were just off canvera—which a1
nimies seemexd light years mwoay—after Jeumat
called “Action!”

“Iowas bad,” Bvder remambers, T was
especially bad for me. because T was proba-
bly the most afed amk the whdniest af the
bunch. 'When [ was |2, [ technicolly died
drowming. It sounds very dramatbe. T was a
Diylan Beach im Morthern Califormin and gl
caught in the undesow. | was in-for a long
bl and when they |'|||I|::-cl me ot 1 <dadn’s
hiove i pielse, Then, [ coughed op waier and [
cami back o life. 1 would cut selool 1o goo
Lhie besach, st wie a t'-ig denl, T was with 'my
stoned friends. who were like. “Oooch!” and
freaking out. [ had never gore back underaa-
ter [ would go intg water, bat never put my
Bead under, T oodd the shsdio that, Esoxl T hnd
thiz temible cxperiencs and was really scaned
Fhey said, 'Oh, well, we'll geta sune double
It's no problem.” T said, “Well; O T cut my
haiir off and they couldn’t use a smnt double
Because you can see my fce the while fime
5o, ['was pissed and [ was scaved. Then, |
slarted Irainmeg and went bwd feel anderwa-

ter Afier n few weelks, it pot better,

Bener, ves, but not essier. Pieware o Fss
hitsy Ryuler ;j-;r-:::p under water, wilh weighted
brots, her costume ballooning. sorrounded
by acioes struggling wiath thear awn lears and
profbems,; atempting o act, The Litle Mer-
pnadd the star ol Meronas was not e was
reallv ;:'rrir':.'in:_g_' she condimues, “The warsi
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“Blalngus rmm mre sense” 1o Ayder
.;nm-ﬂ]i fibme, but she ired to make
‘the Resurrection technobabble “saund
rul andmlrrrl-ll."

diay was whan we were dowit i the pool-ses,
300 Feet aleap, and we were completely drawn

ing. Yo would look up aml see a ceiling. ba
an't like you could just swim up o
> poom e fope ou lead 1o find an epening
You hod 1o find the Light and
gwim up, Leloend would push me wp. T would
eraly (s bar,

by S [

SeL up1o the 1op o
I'm like 'II||.’|-:'|!.l|"
1hEE 2P &il)
-.'.:|'.|I torlel I.II-..I |
rocwted.” Wi aiere Didie, YUK i droawn or
o we pet electrosutest? 198 WETE ML
choices, It wis scary and the '-'-.||l.'"-- 15 @ross,

[n the end, though, Ryder feels it was all
worth it 1 chink ALFEN |"1'!'-||"J"'l HinR. 1%
.1 oreally clo,” she enthusss. “Waiching
mysalf s always hord, but T think @5 an-art-
hoose SF movie. IC Iasa very Eurapean feal,
bk it bas oreat action aml susper b i

And now iU's an o other i;'|ir|-__‘-_~ Mext on
ihe agenda for Rvder is (il lofermipred. o
.."|'_|||- Flne aboul a VOIEE eoilllege student
{Ryder) whn sorvivies @ “meek"
attempt ad is placed in an asyvlam o Fous
viears fs 1 resnll The aciress
o weeks on Woady Allen’s nest, as-yel-
umtisled fikm, 1nwhich ghe shares most of hes
seeimes with Kennsth Bra

A5 the corversation wraps up, Ryder pan
ders just how Far she hos come and what's
sl ot teere wnkting to be nck 1 1hink
I'my in-n great posision. That's due o the fuc
that 1 szarced ouf very young and I ve never
besn in any big biockbusiers that were
hecause of me,” she says, “The successfil
movies [ve dome were successful because of
| s mnel oaker g
wize successinl, i wasn't be

SEACIE I

also worked fos

| E=Ly

. 1 Dracs

mase | owss ine i

'F'I;ag,r-ir i Gall imolved
s—inelod

'\'Jlﬂﬂufh.. comp :tm:l

underwater saqi

Ryder didn™ enj

wag bad, It was remily

terrifying.

IF |'.i‘.-'|"|'-:'r"|‘| &
Uwasn T becanse [ was in i
[ think 1hat kas

bal becauss
was spcee=ssbial
but becauze of Tim Bumon
Psere it s Tor e

‘[ was always the girl From Bectlemice or
Heprhers of Meraracds, [ was never really an

it was Draculs,

.|l.|_':|||l__-|': spccess, which can |'\h. ! I“'ﬂ- nad
for nctors. When thar happens. on acbor bas 1
follow wp that movie with something egqunily
hig. When peeple approech me on the street,
it's o very Familiar tliag. I's like they know
me. I not like, 'Ok, my God!' 1U's like, "Ch,
hey,' | don't feel so threniened. [ ose Jahia
Robers us ancexampde, which 1 shoobdn's,
bait 1 db only because it really happened o
bt i o e way. She was kind of unknown
ol then she did Preire Wionpes, That was neal
hard on her. TUwas o huge movie ond shie was
considersd the luckiest girl i Hollywood
Bt oo thest point G4, She was i :
mawe than o actress, even thaugh she 15 an
actress. She's good, bat it"s nlwoys nbeut b
oy office. 15 she owver! 1s she b sck T 1 woald
Iraate e b talked abowt like that

What my roule las given me i o chance
1o comsilder me an ICIness more
aomovie star. Although people have
called me a movie stan and that's great—ii
ceptwinly lets me cam more money-—il g
stbual for me. | Feel abat, ideaily, |
il |Ik~.'."l s stny Tight where §am,” Winotsh
Ryvder saya, U1 ger offered the movies | wani
o et offered maosl of et | don't pes
hothersd that much. Fve never had o s
nodyguard. [ve never had the problems
mipny people have. Mooy atlors you see are
hias FI.-.'. rie buge sdsc i stars ansd chen they
1y - Bt actors work Tosever, ankd that
-.|||' I'. Al Lo ek,

DB&Eln S0 f
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