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far more than Ripley in

ALIEN Resurrection. R

By IAN SPELLING
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I at first you succeed, try, try

again. That has long been Holly-

wood’s truest truism, and it's

heing put to the test once more

with the release of the fourth
chapter in that long-running saga of
the perils of Ripley: ALIEN Resurrec-
tion. Unlike most sequels, which are
usually follow-ups to box-office hits,
Resurrection follows ALIEN3, which
fared rather poorly upon its 1992
release (though it performed admirably
overseas). Debate rages to this day over
whether the film was outright lousy, a
missed masterpicee or an all-right Nick
unjustly maligned. Either way, a flop of
questionable guality doesn’t exactly
inspire excitement for a fourth ouwt-
ing—and then there’s the matter of

Ripley's demise in ALIENT,

Ripley 1Sigourney

. Weanver] isin't heading
aff the Company s
Alienbreqcling propect
Alorpe. A band of
smingppiars {including
Ry Pardisan. Brad

Crasrif amd Wincna

Hyiler) &Bsists

Badalato Phowoe: Maknds Sus Gandon
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“i's gaoing o be visuslly compelling and ominows,” says
producer Bill Badalate, “You're golng to see & dark,
uncertain side of the ALEN drama”
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Ine the latest saquel. the resurrachad Aipley finds
e adveniure beside the derdly Annates Call, J
a myysterous android Semaipgler I




Ripley amd heT BRam
gyhim dprk anel turblemi
walers, thanks 1o
filmmaker Jean-Fierre
Jeured, mobetl o co-
direciing E'-e:.‘.‘:.:%.tiﬁml
and The i of Lesd
Chifdren.

Alienated Aliens

may very well wm out e b

Bachalato beloyes
Friench filmmiaker
Jounel witll loesk
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Ripley Resurrected

“mi sapcly a pathetic coward abaool some

things” insists Sigourncy Weaver. 17 |

wepe ever siuck in an elevalor, Becnise
I"m u lilile dlanstrophobic, 1 know exacily
what 1 woull do. | would jost pretend |
was Ripley antll T pot owl. B il were me, 1
would just snag. But iF 1 can symmon up
Ripley in me—and 1 don’t konow where she
camies from, Frunkly—I would be O

Fortunately for Weaver, she hasn’l
been stuck in any elevators laiely, Ha
even if she hiad, she woild kave bees
rencly, since sl spent n good part of the
last year sammoning op her best-known
sereen aller ego for ALTEN Reswrrection,
the fourth film in te ALTEN framchise.
When last seen, of conrse, Kipley was
dewed, dend, desd. And, 5o it seemved, was
the franchise itself afler e somewhal
tepid sudicnce and eritical response (o
thie Du}}'d i Sever) Fincher-direcied
ALTENT.

In ALIEN Resnrreciion, however, both
Ripley and Weaver retwm o action in o
story that involns doning, the Company,
Winona Ryder a5 an andrwid and, for
g measwne, some (secheppers and an
Allen Qucen. Thoegh Weaver knew she
wonldd nol a hefty paycheck for her ser-
vioes, it teok more Uan meney (o ooil-
vimsee loer b po back o Bee fotare, “1
thouaht | had done this meble thing. free-
ing the series foom the burden of Ripley
waking inee again and sayving, “Elah,
Ilah, blah,' " she explains, lagghing. “1t
was difficnll for me io make that decision
1o have her dic, ba I feli i woakld ke
the movie hetter. We did not have thai
mAny g,i['m story elemints solng (e
ALFENT 1 thownshi thai i 1 died, i wouabd
Teelp the movie.

s with ALTEN Ressrrection, il was
hurd to convince me that they were seri-
ous aboat doing it. Bol they were. In Bacl,
they were very passionate abont making
not just an ALTEN 4, bai an ALIEN as
gond 24 Ehe first ane. They kept talking
ahout ALTEN and how they wanied 1o pet
il back to that iden of spooskiness aml cle-
gnncy. Then, they hirod this grest dinee-
tor, Jean-Plerre [Ielcofecsen, The City of

Loet Children] Jeunet, instend of one of
thase peopde whae conbd jusit sort of get the
job done. That wasn't casy, We had a
sehedule, but weren 't able te find anyone,
The stiedisn hened to posipaone thee filo while
hsnking for the right person. So, they con-
vigced mie becouse of Their dedication and
idealizm about the praject. Then, of
course, the seripl [by Joss Whedon| was
so great, with o mumy twists For me ns
Ripley. This Ripley & Ripley, bud she's a
very different kind of Ripley.

“hnal there was alse the chance to
wark with Winnna [ liked her as soon as
I met her: She's very funny and as soon as
they say, “Action!’ she's just very abive.
When they say, “Cut?” she's there crack-
ingr jokes, There's never anylhing poing
o with Winona. She’s ol compedilive or
myithing like that, 5he®s just very saart,
very homstiful and very much hersell—
very unbgue. She's an old soul, So, it
hecamie impossibde 1o sy o 1'm exciled
uboui ALIEN Resimrrection, becaase |
don’ 1 thimdk it will be just anather install-
mend al all. Bt"s so different.”

Weaver, wha moest recently appeared
im the drama The for Sform and the
straight-to=cable production of Srow
White: A Tele af Terrer, knows thai
ALIEN Resurrechion coald be a bii of a
tongh sell. While 5F is abont ile hottest
grenire il The moment in Hollywood, Bes-
wrrection does Tallow a Tailed enlry i the
series anid comes during s perind in
which coamtbess bowv-rent ALFEN video
knock-offs amd even hipg=lwedpet descen-
dunis such ak Species have glutied the
rearked pl!ﬂl.'l.‘-. Wienvers Lake on e silua-
tiom is short, sweel and simple: “YWe ane
uu:.mpﬂing wilh onrscdees, bl 1'm i
wrried about this one.” she says confi-
denthy. *“1 think ALIEN Kevurreciion i
really, really goml.”

Thowgh Weaver has high hepes for
Keznrreciion, she suys thal the origimal
ALTEN, directed by Ridley Scoti, remains
ey Favorite of Uhe amsch. *What 1 loved
aboul the Arst one was that there was just
one Alicn and il sas :nrjl'lrmiihl} srnart,”
shie says. “apd we've tried with the

W T e
ALIEN is Sigourmoy Weaser's favoribe, bt
she says, “ALIEN Resurrection ks really,

really good.”

ALTEN Resurrection seript togel i back
tor Ll fidea that the Aliens are nod just cal-
ing muschines; which Uhey never were.
'I."l-'h:r wondd they wani tooeald 87 They
wouabd use us for purposes much mory
lorribde. IT vou're jusi alranl of them eat-
gy youi, then they"re like tigers, Mol
knowing what they would do with you
shoaild be part of it So, [ hsd some things
T vwenmtedd bo b sare were abaerved ln the
seript and, in many wiys, my made] was
the first film,'”

Thi bz cin ALTEN Resomrrection 12
thal, desplite & trouhle-plapued produc-
tior, it7s 1 winner and that, muoch like
Bipley hersell, the series has been rebarn
as someihing fresh, exciting and different,
Iin other words, there s alremdy tallk of 2
fiFth k. 1 kwow Fox is already thinking
about it Sigourmey Wenver acknow]-
ke, 1 would hope that, if they do want
tai olis oo, Uhad we wonbdn®™t have b do it
tmaarrow. Everyhody needs a bresk from
these pictures, 1 ihink |dolng] another ong
watld depead on how this ome i receivied.
Bl I would consider the idea”
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"ALIEN Resurrection is a

very provocative film."

had secn cr,-.f:-ugh SF i recent VI, that the markel was glutied
with ae arvay of genes Alms, many of them obvious ALTEN knock-
nfts. "?rrlrllu ars Innl:inj_: forannd 1o Bipley coming hask. The fran-
chise bas a memendous following and [ think we live up to the
expecixiion,” Badidobe sove, ALTEN Recrrection 15 a moath baer
than En-a Last one and v delivers what T think the nodience expects,
ALIENT kel ils own sort of probbems thar maybe didie's resule in
the best film possible. T think that Fox gave ws the Full trestment,
staniing with the best seript pogsibde and paing with a direcsor wiho
could give it o migue :|;||'|rm...h Clur preview scomeianes have been
really encoarging. Awdiences love it IF yeu do a good job, yeu're
going o oget the audience, Goodd pactures socceed and bad: peeiunes
don’t. ALTEN Resurrecifan is a very provocotive film, very dark
and interestingly done. And it's very loyal toothe coneepd of
ALIEN."

Maladjusted Monsters

Radalate pepons that Fox ded not pressure Reswrsecian’s filn-
makers by craft their movie with Godlar signs an e eyes, e S
dio, of course, wanted a film that could: compers ot the box office,
bk, all By stself, the decision to e Jeunel inticates tat ey were
genainely willing to take a dsk in an effort o revitalize the ALTEN
franichize. “Thene was peessure nod 10 goocrazy with the badger, o
mike 3 gooid Glm boe o decent amount of money aml aor just shioy-
el money ar 3 movic T dea’t thind the emphasis was ever going to
be on spectle, exphisions or FX for the sake of FX. The idea”
Badalato stresses. “was oo really iy bo mairdain same indegrity with
some throwgheline of o story amd 1= those other things work off ihe
storvline. We didn't want all the TG effects happening without
anything benemb e, Any X n thas movie ane drvven by platangd
charncter, Thers was no prCasune fo ke i huse action=ALIEN, |
den't ihink thar waorks. They'se almest mumanily exclusive.”

ALIEN Besurroction now bebtogs o Balalatn's sclectic somon,
which inchudes Bamg the Drus Slawly, Mighihawks, Berry &
Jowon, the Hot Sheds [iims, Cmstrmeng Mlerees and Broben Arma.
Currently, he's producing the pext Jim (Afplare’) Abmbams
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spocd, Jane Ausren s MAFTAY starmi ng Llzvi Brdges ax 2 comedi:
Grodather: 1 like tomix it ap and g from a big pictare to o small
pachune,” ways Badalaio, who h:_:g:m s curesran econbmiics, Buk
ihen shiffed oo an interest in film production, 1 went from
Limstreng. Heroce with Diane Keatom jo Breken Arow il lohn
Wea, 1 aksioy like 1o take on challenging pictures, oy to analyze
then, figwne ot by o nsake them and then woek with the director
ok puit the-elements bogethes,”

I fact: ahat's procizely how Badalamn envisioned his challenge
on - Resierreerio b assest o French diregior wiho bad mever waorked
in America &nd help him pall it off. “We tried to figure oat what
peraonne] woukl make Feap-Preme's Hfe simples B owas my adea 1o
bring over the Fremch compositers. One of the key visual FX super-
visors B Pliof, who works with 3 company called DuBaod [
Paris-bnsed digital FX howse that handbed similar chores on fheli
catfessenand Gy of Loge Children]. 1 realized thar Jean-Ficree
wold cnly be caomfartable if he could work wath & eam of peaple
he had earlier sipccess with,”” Badalsio reasons. T alked 1o the st
clby e we all mgreed that wie would 521 apa visual BX comgrny
which would be headed by Pitof and Ansericon represemntive Enk
Henrw Ivwas oy fealang that | nesded o lave o many of JTean-
Pierre's mates a5 possibie, that [ needed oo sumound: hime with: pen-
ple wise were gedng to give him & comfort 2ome,

“Howe brought over Darius Bhopdji [the cipematogmpher
who worked with Jeunet on Delcarcasen and Ciny of Lost Chil-
dren]. We hrtlughl over & French assistanl darectior and a Fresch
cdifor [Herve Schneid], This was Jean-Pierre's family, which
allowed him o blosam. Also, my joh, as 1 look st i s w analysee
the-elements of the movie and schedule things, and mnke 5t so that
Jean-Preree could work effectively sithout having 1o worry aboal
things he shouldn 't hove o worry about.”

A5 he speaks, Alien Resrrrection is heading into: theaters. 1
thank 17 e & big b Bill Badalao proclaoms. “The modvie reall
works, ond 1 think it will get'a terrific response. 'm axtremely
prodof ie [ book ar ALTEN Besurrection and T go. "Wy ! Was [ a
part iof ghat T +
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