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Cenfury Fon Suodbos ot One of those
Ml perimedic execulfive purges [hit maks
such nifty Hollywood: headlinegs lad just
fnken place, and W everthe ‘Fox lot, film
honchos wiere clearing oul -desks zml Hles
for the final cime

Chive pxec, in the milst of tssing things
out and decidimg: just what 10 take with
nim, ceme across an ansolicived scripl, He
picked 1 ug and hebd it nf arm’s length,
diciding whealyer s B b the traghean
ar lzave woon the desk of his replacemant
whewas fwe in the next day. He wavereda
moment and than tedsed it—

"0 hisdesk,” says wriler John
Thomas. "When this: execufive’s heplace-
ment, Michoel Levy, came if, e Found the

BY MARC SHAPIRD

nflee -:_:nnlph:l!_:!:l.' mpEy excemd bor our
seripl saeng on the desk. He pached:iv up,
read it ond that was s,

Well, ot guite: Eewy dud hove tocon-
vince producer Joel: Silver that dhe ceript
for Prederor: then Litled Hipnier, waild e
the hoxs office smash i altimaiely went on
o b Thar aecomplished: Fm and Fohn
Thomins became the Ixless in o long dine of
wrilers ler 2o frone ol obscuriby 1o seitant
hor properiy. Hellveood thinking being
whik if 15 1t should come as-ao samrise
that, when the lofg-awained Piledine se-
el mally received G green ligh, the
Thomas hrothers were asked -t pen he
secondl Mredimtor scripl.

And it wasn't as of the brothers wenen's
prepared For thas secoml chance.

S had five o sixn sequel agproaches
wll T¢|||:.|:-.' for them,” explains Jim Thomos.
tle= apher Badl ol the Mrediniar bather act.
ke Wiy on famimsy | oabwayys had about
puliing the CeEarEre noan el pangie
A s e e oud, fhat wias the adea
theal Fex diked.”

Tim and John Thomas ore recalling
thesir ssguel’s oregins 1I|||.'|nE' A conversslion
aiy thie Fox bor whese: Predarss 2is winding
up the dast days of spounst=iane shoolimng,
The Themases. like good brothers showld,
prass e verbal baon back and  foreh with
regularicy. their blug collor appearancs
supplenied by aosavvy and wide-ranging
iteHipemee. And they 're quick 10 -paint o
that 1bey amn’'s mnking o caresr ool a6l pe-
viwing tleeir favoriie smnsier.

In berween Fredador outings. the
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The hunt continues on brand new turf, but

Jim & John Thomas are still in charge.

brohers Thomas ramraxldead the shori-
tined TA sevics Hard Thore oo Planer Ecimh
STARLOC #Edd) wnd fanded the scrpts
g chaores. on Shdney “Sheldon®s. Jaiest
novelfmovie e Devnmrday Corgpirdas v,
an-ariginnl ateen thriller called T Arnoek
ind’ vl another @tfort, & fermorest thriller
calbed fyecniive Aol Bl the Predator s
mever far from their minds, Meither org
the senas amd downngldsilly ez they
haws for Further -,::-c|1||_~lq

“There are definiicly possibilies for &
real Franchise here,” says John Thenmas,
“The Predator could show upcin a differea
fime penod Tike the O West I -could
wind ug an ocher planers, The possibabinees
are preciy limitless.”

"l think Predotor we, Alien is 0 good

idea thar will peabably never happen [on
Iillim, thaugh 1 aleeady has ind Dark Horse
Comicy” acelaimed, licemsed Afiery v
Fredodoy mink-saries], " chodkles Jimn
Thomas, My persenal favorive wiosild be
1o lave the Preditor $eat (e ¢rge dan ol
ihe Tecnnge Mutam Minja Tunles.™

it's Human Season!

Woell, Predutir 2 doesn’t hive Ringa
Turtles. famd ‘only. 0 camen appearinee by
an Albenk Whae idoes have = o6 op-
notch director in-Stephen (4 Vi o
Eldir Stever 51 Hophina, a cast that feafures
Danny Gllover, Gy Busey, Rubin Blales
Bill Paxion. Kevin' Peter: Hall and Kent
MeCord. onid The special FX awizardry ol
Stan Winsaon.
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Predoior 2 lakes place in the environ-
mental garbage can of 1997 Los Angeles,
where drug lords are waging war over
prized torf, Police defective Danny
Glover attempis to keep law and order
from breaking down while iryimg to
uncover who's behind a series of grisly
mutilation killings. Iato this malaise
walks the Predator, whae is ol 1o hant,

The first draft of Predaieor 2,
following meetings  with  director
Hopkins and producer Silver, Mew out
of the writing team’s word processor in
thres weeks.

“Writing the seqoel was mipch casier
than the first Predetor,”” declares Jim
Thomas. “We had the story locked in
and we knew all the elements. This
seripl was written with a real sense of
what the techmical reguirements would
be, where, with the first film, we were
more concerned with the mythos, the
gramd scale amd the
charncters. Those elements .

were in this seript as well, 0 .

bast oy eve was definidely
leoking toward how
wE Were going Io

pull these things
afl when we were

image of !hE'.

John Thomas claims thai, like the
firsi Predator, the seqiel will feature the
creatare as the central character. He
pirinis, however, to the fact that this
Predator is much younger, and

comsequently more reckless, and that his
weaponry has been expanded to include
a wide variety of nets, spears and guns.

But ii"s the story ilsell that has the
E brothers really excited.

Filling in for the missing Dutch
(Schwarzenegger), police deteclive
Harrigan (Danny Glover) grapples with
younger, wilder craature (Kevin Peter
Hall}. #

writing it.”




“We had a wealth of background
alsout the Predator that, for one reason
or amither, we weren't able to get into
the first film,” John Thomas savs.
“With the seguel, we've been able to tell
all the backstory and basically cateh wp.

“For instance, we discover that the
Predators are a race of honters and
sportsmen who've been visiting  this
planet for 700 years, We're able to show
hisz spacecrall for the firslt time aned
hasically pel down to the mechanics of
what he does. We explain to the
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audience in no uncertain berms that the
crestore is ool w psychopathic monster
and that its motives amd agenda are
pure.”

Jim Thomas adds, “It"s also obviously
mod The same creature. This one is more
ambitious, which is why it chooses an
wrhan setting for its hont. We already
know what the Predator looks like and
whal il will do 2o those elements of the
story wonf readly surprise the aodience.

“The trick for us in this one was to
give the awdience the expected back in
new and innovative ways, We've set you
up with things you might expect 1o
happen, but don't be sorprised il they
end wp coming at you from a slightly
different angle.™

Jim Thomas offers that Predator 2

will establish the hase from

which any future Predator

outings will spring.

“This is the bikle.

We connect up all the pieces.

There were things cut out of

the first film that lefi people mystified
i to what the Glm was really all about,
Fredator 2 will clear all the guestions

Ilp_“

Predetor originally began as an idea
by Jimi Thomas fer a spec scripl.

“The story was initially a rough idea
aboat a brotherhoad of alien hunters
whi- To Earth and then separate,’™
relates Jim Thomas. “But we soon
realized that many Predalors made the
story tew camplicated, 5o, we changed it

1 N S

Aiding Ghlover in his Investigation of the

grigly murders plaguing LA are Ruben
Biades and Maria Conehita Alonso.

to the notion of one alien coming to this
planet to hunt the mosi dangerows
gume possible, and that turned oot to be
the comhbat soldier. And becanse of

America’s invelvement in Central
America at the time, we chose that as
the story’s ha nd."”

chyrou

Adds John Thomas, “The first drafl
of the seripl was really the essence of a
bunting story, although much of that
doesn’t really come across in the firsd
by e

The hbrothers speni the next few
months going through the Hollywood
nightmare of having everybody in town
turn thumbs down on their offering. 0
really wis a nighimare,” remembers Jim
Thomas, “Agents wouldn™t read i
because we weren'l alreduly represented
hy somehody else,™

Predoior l'irlilil:q' Tound u home with o
low-bodgel produoction company intent
an making the film in the Philippines.
The krothers were ready to sign on the
dotied line when the miracle ai Fox sel
them wp with the big bhoyvs. That
trapslated into a number of meetings,
especially when Arnold Schwarzenegger
took 2 shining to the script.

HArmold liked the seript
immediately,” Jim Thomas recalls, “He
was very Interested in his charpcter, and
in those early meetings. that scared us a
bit because we knew Arnold had a
certain take on action roles that didn™
necessrily coincide with what we had in
mind. When he ashed ws whal we
thought of his character, we told him we
thought of kim as an everyman.




“We rald ham thas if he wouid jost-play
| this gay. straight, ns o real person who Is
really afraid and concemed for the welfire
of his men, that the audience woild traly
beli=ve that he was in great jeopardy. And
thar when he quite literally rises ow of the
mud peopls would really pesceive himas &
trae hero, Amoid playved him that way an
fhe fibm. &nd 1 believe it's to his credit that
the film worked a5 well as ipdsd."
| The writers recall that there wérs n-
| meros discussions cenfering  arpund
whether o not Schwarzencgger would win
the interplanctary struggle on, for that
mniber, Even SUFIYE.
“Whether or mot Amold andior the
Predatoe would aciaaily die in the film was
B majer topie during script evisions,” Jolin
Thomas revedls. “Even though the hane
d theme was Gf one man being pached o his
! Timaty and ulimarely . surviving, we bojed
'I: with the idea of the Prédawr defearing
. Anodd-bat [eteng bim goand vice wersic

But ir was decided that somebosty had 1o
win and that you couldn’s have o satisfnc-
tory: Hedbywood endipg unless the monsper
2ets 1t i the end.”

With the dusf lorgely sertbed on their
Fredator efforts, John Thomas essesses the
relative merifs of the two scrpls.

“I think the fiest seript was- much
clenner and 2 Jot more pure. The second
seript is definitely more complex ond
multi-layersd. The second one explains
much more and it definitely contains & K4
more zetion”

Conversation urns fo the Thomas
brothers" other genre adventure, fhe B8
series Hand Tire nn Planed Earth, which
falloswed the adveniorss of an exibed alien
warrior mamed Jesse {Martin’ Kovel amd
his. parole officer thingamoboly’ Conirel
wha have been baniched e Earth for ant-
social crimess Jim Thaomas claims that st
their good intentions for the show wen
tompedoed by 1hat SeEson s WHDers: sinke.

"“The pifot had bean pretly wellre-
ceived and we were just waiting for the
network 10 decide what was going 'io hap-
pen. Butwhen she writers” strike: hil-amd
put everyliimg on television on hokd, Jobn
and 1 went ahead and maode o deal al
Paramount to o write &n action thrilker
callad  Execurive  Action [oarrently @l
Warner Bros. ], We were right i the misd-
die of doing that when we got a-call from
the Heaed' Fimé people  zaving.
‘Congramlations, you've gol I3 episodes.”
Wall: we went abead, bar we Foond thar we
couldn't do it with the Kind of passion ned
eesary o make 8 successiul show,”

“But,” ghuckies dohn  Thomas - Cwe
have found cut that the. showr is the mest
popular serie i the Philippines.”

it's Pilanet Season!

Jim: and John Theinad were bornin
Meedles. CA and lived what Jim Thomas
describes us tan Americad Graffin experi-
ence growing op in Bakersfield.™ Inowas
alsn an exparience. claims John Thomas,
that-saw them bombarded with insplration
for storvbellme.

“Wiette Welsh-Irish, both culures thas
are stesped inthe storvielling iradition.
We prew ap surrounded by Chooks
fespecinlly. science fiction, radio. elevision
and the stories thug we heand old by ol
famaly. ™

The brothers fook a rather clicuaions
roude 5o writing standoem. They worked as
lifeguards, teachers, ditch diggers and car-
penters. Jimm, with @-stinrin law school,
combined his photegraphy. skills and some
time as o ranch hand in & book called
Early o Rise. John wrote short stortes anid
atbernped & novel. Tim:also: worked as a
grip and soundman on @ number of  kow-
budger feaiares.

They finally connesied in o sereenwrl-
ing wiiy. “limi hed Weitmen a-screenplay.”
says- John Thomas. “and he was haviag
spmme problems with i soche came to-me
with it. Thimpgs worked oul &0 woell that we
decrded 1o dvork togeiher foo braak indo
shiow business with anolber sorip. We fig-
mred 1o dlo that we would have te come up
with - ihe wildest idea we coubd think' of,
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Hightmare 5§ Frobc: Michaal Laghnow Cepyight 1830 Hew Line Clrama

Hunt Talk

hie tikle creature m Predarer and o
Fredesor 2 has been called many
thimgs. But honorable? Never! At least nol

until now,

“But he s gquite hororable,'” insisis
Fredarer 2 divsctor Srephen Hopking.
“He's o mysterions, murderous oreatare, bl
he's also-a creature swho lives by his tace’s
tmme-hooored mules and traditions of the
humt: Wiih this filn, we'll ger 1o sce more
of 1hat side of hm.™
Hopking® positive atiiude. coupled

Stephen Hopking (abave right with
long haeir) has traded the horrors of
nightmaras an Elm Strest for the
pleasures of alien terror,

with pood natices en A Mightaares an Elm
Sirect 50 Thee Drecam Chiled and a gr.u:lr. B
thriller called A Dangerois Game, wen
instrumental in convinging the Predaior
felke, primarily producer Joel Silver, that
Hopkins weas the ane o kandle the
inevilahle follow-up o 1YHTS creatune
fenture, And Hopkins has rewarded thi
canfidente with what insiders are calling an
cxcellent job of bringing the Predator fnl
another kiml |,'|I'_jurlep_||:.

Hopking: 2 Boyv Scour in his last life,
prepared for his task by storyboarding the
enlirg Felm amd being an in1|,:gr|.| port of
seripd revisions. Bar that dide’t rivean Hsat
there were el chalbenpes afoot once 1he
Filim por wnderway.

“There has been a'bif of a challenge in
directing n creature that docsn’t speak.
Sinee o cantpalk and explam itsell, we've
had to rely on the story. to explaie things
s wir po nlimg-—=which is nice becnuse
abviously we'te dealing with something
muore serions and bess comp than, sav, the
Nighrmare films

“What's Fascinalng about dinssling
something fike this is that it ¢rosses over
a0 many genres. Predafor 2 1 a0 siraight
horror siory, (s science ficion and it's a
iy slEry. on”

Hopans clams that his n;l'rn.:rhng
style, & very exmeme combination of
sharp eamera Engles amd exireme [Douses,
hasn’t been compromesed by the logistics
and  naviure of Predoare 2,

“There have been some compromises,”
e compcades, “There always are on i pictan
like this eng, Bt 1 don’c think ["ve had o
change my bazic approach 10 directing=—
which, in this film, is to paint the Predaior
as this Gothic presence with a definine
apenda wWho stalks the Tourisic
skyscrapers of Los Angeles.”

Sl.tplll.'ll H-e'rpknl:-:. B ene Jamaics and
raised in England, moved: from- comic boak
ilusiration to rowk vided soryboarding,
He eventually moved intg the dever’s seat
arnl directed videos for the likes of Mick
Inpger, Tina Tamer. Billy 1dol and Elvea
John.

Hopkins moved up to-set designing amd
s uni dire:ling when a hadly from
his rock video days, Russell Mubcahy
(STARLOEG RI06), gin thes miod fo direcs
Highiaider,

Hopkins, ﬁ,:-lll:-'.-.-'in__q Highlaader, fekt he
wies rendy to direct his first potion. pleape
andl Pound what &1 firsl seemed = unlikaly
praperty in o scrips calied A Dargerons
Glarme. which focuses ana bunchof panks
being hunted down by a crazed cop ina

diegrerlinent slore,

“The story was stupid,” ke admis, “and
the seripl was mediocre a1 best. Bud 1 felt
that there was @ nice Titike Gmhil:-sl::,rlc
thriller in there someplsce and thai of |
worked at b a bat, [ could bring it oat.”

Hoepkins did and che resalr won him
drptrmare ou Elm Srreet 5. 10 was | film
that e had high hopes for goang into:but,
in hindsighi, looms Barge as & “gigamic
disappointment.”

“Itwas a rushed schedule withouwt a
rensanable budger and, afier [ fendshed i,
Mew Line and the MPA&A came along and
guf the pos owt of it What saned owas an
QK fikm with a few good bits tumed into a
poaal embarrassment for me: | can'l even
watch it apymore.”

Hopkins claims thal Prederor 2 will be
soanething he'll have: no trouble watching,
He cites the performances of Danny Glover
asd Giary Busey as “excellent™ and “the
siraightahead namre of the project’ as
mijor plussss in this sequel. He alsa
commens on e persistent rumds thal
this Predator has brought along some bud-
digs who appear in the last reel,

“We've already shot the ending.”
Stephen Hopkins says. “and there's only
dle Predator in 8. 84, if any olhers tum
up, nobody’s 2oing v be more surprised
than me."

=={fere Shopirn
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