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Filmmaker James Bushe and DOP Simon
Rowling talk about Predator: Dark Ages,
their adventurous new sci-fi short filmed in
the wilds of Berkshir
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Imagine a short film that pays
homage to Predator, is sotin
the middle ages and features

a small group of Templar
Knights, who have been given
the task of hunting down the
beast and you'll have an idea
of Prodator: Dark Ages. IS it
really possible to squesse all of
this into a shost film you might be
wondaring? Well, judging from
the teaser traiter that the team
sent to Digital FilmMaker then
it"s more than achievable. It's all
the more impressing wihan you

on & missien.... “This
snm&uﬂng I've a.hu'aﬁ been

parems VHS camconder,” says
James reflecting on his carser
o date. “Since hen | have
workied mway on various sho
filmes ared mivsks videos wilh
fricndarcolleges. At tha moment
it's more of a hobby and part-
time thing for me although | am
looking 1o make the change this
coming year and to finally get 1o
make my passion a full-ime job.”
Jarnes teamed up with o-

producer Simon Rowling to

pust the film together and it's &
pannership that they both think
has been hugety beneficial to the
outcome of the project. 1 was
the Director of Photograph

also producer on the project,”
says Simon, "l used to produce
al a production company in

Soho, as well as being a DOP,
z0 krvew how to look after the
prosect until we were shooting,




ather producar’s take dwar, Bud
between me and James, we had
1o woork on the concapl, st
awareness gnd then raizse Tunds
for the shoot! | used to do SFX,
such as pyratechnics, before
peaducing, o 1 vwas able 10 speak
to some ofd colleagues inthe
industny, who gave us Smoke
rmachines and siuff like that. I fell
in lowe with camera woek whilst
al the production company, 5o
stopped baing a producer and

mavied inte cameara’ Bghting
wiark full-tine as a {reefancer and
haven't leoked back. I'Mm aow
working on txciing projects such
as this and olhers, bringing my
past axparence 2nd knowledge
with ma, on top of moy DOP work,
which cerainky helps!”

Star struck

Tha film langety came about due
o the passion that James had for
the criginal Pradales movia and
ance he'd seen that then the seed
for tha short was bam. | have
ahwvays had a great love of the

has been @ lavourite ever since. |

also have an interest in Meadieval’

period films like Bravehean and
Kingdom of Heaven and the &ra
in general, A few years back,

a friand and | weane throwing
ideas cul of possible Hollywood
miovies we could do inthe it
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“l wrote the film in short bursts
over several weeks. We changed
many aspects several times...”

ard Predalos came up along

with the oplion of setting it in

the past. Something that was

first touched upon in Predalor

2. Instanthy combining H with miy
lowve of Knights sprang to mind
and thak vwas as far &5 i idea
went inftially. Then the other year |
CAMG ACrO5S 2 COetIund COSImms
gury catied Philip Lame (Saentient
Creatwres), who had an arnazing
Predater costuma that he wore
b aaents and suddenty | ihought
‘could we go and make ws afan
filry of ma idea?"™ The actual film
wisuld probably naver happan, so
this could be as close 45 | over
get to do my Medisval Pradator
concapt, | poke to Philip, told hirm
the idea and asked if he would ba
inkarested in playing our Predator
and, huckily, he abzolutely loved
th angle, From that point on it
vras all systems gal”

“Jarmes amnd | met throwgh
varicus friends that we had in
common,” furthers Simon on how
thair partnership eama 1o fration.
“fnd 30 we decided o meet. He
mandicnad to mé that hé bad a
great idea... To make a film of
Predater in the Dark Ages and |
sakd that whatever happened 'd
ba on board!™

“After teaming up with Siman
wid st aboul working cna
shooting a teaser traller and
akso crganising our Kickstartor
campalgn,” adds James, “To try
get ws the funds 1o shoot aither
a ghod film or a trailer for 2 fake
=R R

A tall tale

biaking a film Ike this 5 quite
an unddartaking il you do bave
budget to play with, sofor the
terasome W attempl it with Bitie



‘“We didn’'t have the copyright to
the Predator character, and we
certainly didn’t have the budget!”

iny the way of cash makes it
even more of a cusiasity, ¥ Our
film follews a group of war-

torn Tempiar Enights wid fre
antrusted by the church fa hant
down a deman that plagues the
English countryside,” elaborates
James. “They are jained by a
Saracen, stil considered an

eneny to the Knights, bt who
has exparenced such a beast
béfore inJerusalem. Togather
they must foam an uneasy, allande
if thavy ane to slay the beast. Their
battla with the Predatar will be
the thirg rihs and legends are
madea of. | wrate e Alm i short
bursts over several weeks. Wa

changed many aspects several
times to troy accommsdating

the possible budget limits and
adding in more interasting ideas
and charactlers s they arose.
Mot fo mantion e odd predator
roference here and thera.”

Why make it & short rather
than 3 feature though with all of
this potential at hand? *Budget.”
laughs Simon, peinting out the
chvicus hurdie, “And the copyright
of coursel We would hane lovied
to have made a feature, but
v dlidin't have the copyright (o
the Predater character, and we
certalnly didn't have the budget!
Oner friends with made the Streat
Fighter series have done 1he
sarme 4% ws, first making a péot
{ghor) and then a sees wilh tha
copyright behind them. We will
just have to saa whieérd this eads
ug, but after heanng aboul Shane
Black writing a new Pradior
featuere, | doubt we will be able to
gel the copyright.”

*This iz a fan movia, mada by
fans for the fans.” James poinis
oul. S50 there is no financial
incentive to shoot & blg scale
feature film using the Pradates
beand. Thewgh we are cumrentiy
developing ourinitial concaept
into & feature film with our oo
original monstars.”

Mesdiess 1o say, with such
Emited resources vvehaad, tha
production was kept to the barest
mEnimum, espaciafhy whian it
came bo crew. “it was mainly
made up of friends in the industry
wheo | have worked with an
vanous propects. as well as some
new. people,” says Siman, “They
all lowed the concept, wheather
thiey were massive Predator fans
or it ansd just wanted 1o be part
of a minl Ridley Soott-style film,
even if it was on a small budget.
W were alming very high and
avanyond [dved "

"They all loved the concapt.”
agreas James, “And just wanied
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to be part of it! Even if it was on
a small budget, we were alming

y high amd everyone [

ere wa wanbed to take it and
they warn also willing 1o put in the
tima and effort to make it happern,
which wa ane very thankful for.”

Beefy hardware
‘onsidering the pretty humbla
% of the film, the tWosome
did actually manage to get
quite 2 lot of decent kit ai their
disposal. "What didn’t we use,”
chuckles Simon. “We went all

-

put to impeess and give Gur
filmn e feetng af a larger scale
production. We used a Steadicam
& lot of the time, o3 well as a
Maovi Rig, both handheld on the
back af horses or on the ground
running, and even up in the sky
on an Octocopter, We shot on
an Arri Amina with Jeiss Super
Speeds Mark I's. The Amira
produced some begutifyl Images
and was the perfect camers for
tha shoot, being a lighter weight
than the Albxa and the abity
to shool outside in the varous lighting conditions raally helped
ma da my job, aspecially in
running scenes or if lights weren't
availabin, That sald, lots of thangs
hapoened that weren't planned,
burt that's filmmaking! Genaralos's
breaking down and high winds
50 v couldn't fiy the octocoplos
wera just a couphe of things that
varen'l expected.”

The pair alsa rounded up a
respiectable cast into the bargain.
“Cn. as | said, we had Philip

Lann atready on boand Trom

the go as our Predator,” beams
James. “| was also good frends
with Ban Lioyd-Holmes and Jon
Campling and askad them if they
would b intlerested. Again, 10ey
both loved the concept so that
warked out well. Ben also cama
on board as a produder, along
with Lucinda Rhodes-Flaherty.
Simon suggested Amed Hashimi
and, luckily, he atso found the
icep very interesting, They wera

“Shot on an Arri Amira with Zeiss
Super Speeds Mark II's, the Amira
produced some beautiful images™




atgo all huge Predator fans, 50
that helped, We ware actually
contacted by Adrian Bouchat
abeut possibly acting in the film
and weee instantly sold. He had a
greal prasence and had stamed in
several medieval themed prajects
before, not to mantien Aen Vs
Fredator.”

| alsn knew Adrian, our lead
actor, through a feature | ddd 2
yixar o 50 8go.” adds Simon,
“Joa Egan | 2150 kv throwgh
daing a TV pliot and he was
guper enthusiastic about gelling
invelvad! The axtras wara actually
& re-enactment growp and loved
tating pact, as well brnging with
them all their tents, weapons and
costurnes, Again, they wera huge
Predator fang.”
“Lastly, Sabina Crossen. a

friend of Lucinda's, came o
board last minute and three
herself straight into the deep
ard” adds James, “But she did
an amazing job. They &l did.”

Out in the wilds
Predator: Dark Ages was filmed
ouldoors too, which isn't bad
going considering it was during
October of last year. Luckiky
tho weather appears o have
baen ind to them. ©ILwas
snot complately on a location
naar Mewbury over two long
witpkends,” 5ays James.

Did 1hat present them with
any major challgnges? “NOL100
many," chips in Simon. “AS one of
the producer’s (Ben) has workod
on location before, as have | on
varous shoots, 50 wWe Rnew whial

L

o were getting invelved with.,
Baln; wind and the cold e

ware never really an issud luckily,

e though wa wWena prepaned
for them. It was the lack of hours
of daybght that was an issu, as
it took longor to get lighter when
e ware in e wonoiand, even
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though we usad lights most of
tha time, Getting the kit theng and
back. as woll as the food and
crew, was tiring to s&y the least”

“\We wrapped on the night that
the clocks went back.” agrees
Jarnes, “So we just avoided the
darkar, shorter days of winter,
Gatting the kit to and from
location was always a strugghe
and took time each day, as wall
as saring out the food and Crew.
Prepping in the dark and packing
away in the dark was something
wi had to get used to.”

and all on top of a Emited
besciget, right? “We raised our
mirsmum,” says Simon. “Which
was ©5.58 through Rickstanies
ga thank you fo evenyang who
donated for that, Then we had
& private investor COMe on
board and input another £3K,
which actually made it possibie
for US 1o shootl! But 90 per
cant of averything wi did was
done through favours &nd that
money malnly covered patrol
and some atcommodation.
The rest was friends and family
being absolutely amazing and
supporting us right trom the star,
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food and location, we have 50
miany peapde 1o thank.”

“We are currently in the adit
Slage of post- prodiection,” adds
James on how progress is golng
to date. “And hoping 1o have

ploture lock shorly, [1's looking to

coma in al arcund 25-30 minutas
run timee, 1§ will need its fair
share of VEX zhois still, bui tha
Raw images from the Amira ane
stunning and the quaity looks &

feagn wp from my praviows DSLRS

300 woek. | am rather impressad

hon woll avenything is coming

tegather, but then that’s thanks to

the graal cast and craw.”

Lessons leamnt

“It would have been great 19
have had mora time for actual
shooling,” adds James reflecting
o the preduction overall, "Just
an extra bao days 1'd say.

Each day we had to cram in

2 kot of set ups to shoot and
usually it consisted of trying
something complicated, such as
using horsas, fight scanes, tho
Steadicam, ndght shool work and
thare werd alse limitations with
the costume. Plus, it would have

fram the horses and riders, 1O 1

bean good to have more time for
pre-production and planning. It
vras a tough shoot, but a great
leaming experiance. ot much
elsa could be done withowt a
larger budget, as | think we
pushied this o thi absolule max
with what we had. Moe filming
diays wiould probably kave madae
this & lot easier, allowing us to
gt more shots and coverning
ourseives in the edil. But mare

— _—ET

“We'd love to make this into a
feature but, as mentioned, we
don’t think that will happen”

days is more budget, so we did
wittdl wi could and, in alght days,
we pushed it to the max with

200 glates in tetal. | would alsg
get mose crew and experenced
hands on set, especially when
shooting on location and

producers on board 41 an earier
stage in pra-produstion, to ease
I POOSSUID N OLUrSelvas”

“I would potentialty get more
crgw and producers on board at
an eatlier stage.” Siman agrees.
*But not much efse without a




“It truly is a short film that Ridley

A

Scott or John McKiernan would
have loved to have made”

tprges budgel could be done to
be fair, as | think we pushed this
10 1ho absotute max with what
wa had.”

DO thing is for sure, it has
centinued o fire up the dua's
passion for fulure flmmaking,
Se owinat’s up next? “The faatura
ef this bad boy,” shouts James.
“I am also currently working an
a feature version based on my

gweprd-winning shart horros/
comedy Cannibals and Carpat
Fitters, I'my hoping 1o shoot kite
summear. Wa'd love to make this
Emto a feature bat, as mentioned,
wei don't think that will happen.
Turning it into something very
simitar, with a diffarent antagonist
iz certainly something we have
distussad and ara looking in to
producing.®
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“As James mantiondd, wa'd
love to make this into a fealure,”
endorses Sinvon. And, i we can't
get ke rights, then we'll just hava
1o change the script a bl But, I'm
aiso leoking at varigus featuras
next year 1o get invohied with
as a DR, so | can't vait. it also
depends if James wanis (o work
with ma again!”

“Thiz has bean very
ambittous,” adds James
summing up their latest
endeavour. A medievalissi-fi
adventure with bloodied swords
and a crealura prowling tha
English countryside, but also
great fun and a draam praject

really. Being a huge Fredalor fan
and actually gailing to shoot my
awn film has been a very fulfilling
expiriancd and someathing | can
ba prowd of. | mean ils Templar
Krights versus Prédator. What's
not to like?"

“It's a filrm of dpic proporinons,”
agrees his lellow prodecer, "It
bruly i @ shae file (hat Ridley
Secatt or John MoEiarnan wauld
have loved 10 have mazde. But
I"'m glad thay didn't; as it was an
SMAZiNG expEnence working with
all 1he cast and crevw invalved and
especially the Predator himsell]
That's cne thing ticked off ry
bascke st @
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